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The following report highlights major political news in Cote d'Ivoire from 1 to 7 March. This edition 

focuses on arrest of opposition activists, return of Ivoirian migrants from Tunisia, and 

disagreement between former youth leader Charles Ble Goude and former President Laurent 

Gbagbo, among others. The report includes background information to add context where 

needed. The news items are presented in chronological order. 

 

1 March  

 
Activist Criticizes Arrest of Opposition Supporters 
 
Civil society activist Pulcherie Gbalet expressed disapproval over the arrest of supporters of the 
opposition African Peoples Party-Cote d'Ivoire (PPA-CI). Gbalet wrote on her Facebook page:  
"The secretary general of the PPA-CI is summoned, he is accompanied by activists who did not 
attack anyone, who did not prevent traffic, who did not cause any violence. The summoned person 
goes out freely, so why arrest the activists? This is an attack on freedom. Is it a crime to carry the 
flag of a foreign country? Do we have a conflict with Russia? There is a problem with freedom of 
expression."  
 
Source :  https://www.facebook.com/Pulcheriegbalet/videos/1147523475897010/?flite=scwspnss 

 
Context : Pro-PPA-CI activists brandished the Russian flag during a rally that the party organized 
on 25 February in the Yopougon ward of Abidjan. They were arrested and sent to the House of 
Arrest and Correction of Abidjan (MACA) for public disorder. 
 

2 March  

 
Government Pledges More Than $1.6 Million for Return of Ivoirian Migrants in Tunisia 
 
The Ivoirian Government planned to disburse more than $1.6 million for the return of 500 Ivoirians 
residing in Tunisia. The Minister of Communication and spokesman for the Ivoirian Government said 
on 1 March that the "Council of Ministers was informed of the situation in Tunisia, where our 
compatriots are experiencing particularly difficult times. To date, we have identified 725 Ivoirians. 
Among them, 500 are willing to return." 

Source : https://www.fratmat.info/article/227360/politique/migrants-ivoiriens-en-tunisie-la-cote-divoire-engage-sa-
compagnie-aerienne-pour-le-retour-de-500-de-ses-ressortissants-sur-725-enregistres 
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Context : On 27 February, a group of Ivoirian citizens staged a demonstration in front of Cote 
d'Ivoire's Embassy in Tunis to demand their repatriation. The protest followed comments made by 
Tunisian President Kais Saied against "illegal immigrants" from sub-Saharan Africa.   
 

3 March  

 
Abidjan Prefect Bans Planned Protest in Front of Tunisian Embassy 
 
After receiving a letter sent by the Party for African Integration (PIA) requesting an authorization for 
a public demonstration, the senior prefect of Abidjan did not authorize the demonstration planned 
for 3 March in front of the Tunisian Embassy. "I cannot authorize this demonstration because I 
cannot control the possible outbursts in such a situation of diplomatic crisis," the prefect said.  

Source : https://www.koaci.com/article/2023/03/02/cote-divoire/societe/cote-divoire-le-prefet-dabidjan-nautorise-pas-la-
manifestation-pacifique-annoncee-par-un-parti-pour-vendredi-devant-lambassade-de-tunisie_167539.html 

Context : Jacob Mamadou Coulibaly, the chairman of the Party for African Integration (a minor 
political party), called on African youth to demonstrate in front of the Tunisian embassy in Cote 
d'Ivoire to express their indignation against the anti-Sub-Sahara Africans sentiment in Tunisia. To 
date, no major political party in Cote d'Ivoire called for a demonstration in front of the Tunisian 
Embassy in Abidjan. 
 
Former Youth Leader Confirms Disagreement With Former President 
 
During a 2 March interview with the privately owned Life TV, Charles Ble Goude, the former leader 
of the pro-Gbagbo Young Patriots movement and current chairman of the Pan-African Congress for 
Justice and Equality of Peoples (COJEP), confirmed the disagreement between him and former 
President Laurent Gbagbo. He said: "the last phone call between Laurent Gbagbo and I was on 31 
May 2022. When I was at the embassy to collect my passport on 31 March 2022, I felt that the first 
person I should inform was President Gbagbo. When I called, the person I spoke with on the phone 
said 'I am not with the chief. I will call you when I am with him.' It was the next day that I received a 
phone call from the president. We celebrated together on the phone the fact that I had received my 
passport. And since then, nothing happened."  
 
Source : https://www.linfodrome.com/politique/84818-ble-goude-revele-le-canal-prive-entre-laurent-gbagbo-et-moi-est-
coupe   

 
Context : Ble Goude's decision not to join Gbagbo's African Peoples Party-Cote d'Ivoire (PPA-CI) 
sparked tension between the two political stakeholders, according to observers. Justin Katinan 
Kone, the spokesman for the PPA-CI had issued a statement in June 2022 saying: "We can say it 
without any hatred, we are not together. On the political ground, we are adversaries. It must be 
clear to Ivoirians, to our supporters." Four months earlier, Gbagbo had said that his 
"companionship" with Ble Goude had "ended on 31 March 2021 when the International Criminal 
Court acquitted them.  
 

6 March  

 
PPA-CI Engages Five Lawyers To Defend Detained Activists 

 
PPA-CI secretary general Damana Pickass made it known that his party requested five lawyers to 
defend its activists detained at the MACA. The party also launched a "chain of solidarity" around the 
detained activists. 
 
Source : https://www.afrique-sur7.ci/491825-cote-divoire-militants-ppa-ci-detenus-gbagbo-sollicite-5-avocats  
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Context : A total of 31 PPA-CI activists were arrested. Some of them had gone to support Damana 
Pickass, who was summoned by the Ivorian justice on 24 February. Others were arrested following 
a meeting in the Yopougon ward of Abidjan on 25 February. They are all in jail for disturbing public 
order. 
 
Former Rebel Leader's Lawyer Pledges To Appeal Sentence 
 
On behalf of Guillaume Soro's lawyers' group, Affoussy Bamba spoke out on the confirmation of the 
20-year prison sentence that Ivoirian justice imposed on Soro. "Everybody noticed the political 
nature of this trial where judges are used, manipulated, and instrumentalized to orchestrate settling 
of scores against major political opponents in Cote d'Ivoire. In reaction, following a declaration act 
dated 22 February of the clerk's office of the Court of Appeal of Abidjan, we have filed an appeal 
against this confirmatory criminal judgment," said Bamba. 
 
Source : https://www.afrique-sur7.ci/491796-condamnation-de-soro-affoussy-bamba-les-juges-sont-instrumentalises 

 
Context : The Abidjan Court of Appeal, presided over by Judge Tahirou Dembele, on 13 February 
sentenced Guillaume Soro and several of his followers to 20 years in prison. They were accused of 
planning a "civil and military insurrection" against President Alassane Ouattara's government during 
an aborted return to Cote d'Ivoire of Soro in December 2019. The attempted return occurred ten 
months before the October 2020 presidential election in which Soro hoped to run. 
 

7 March  

 
Opposition Official Criticizes PM's Appeal for French Assistance 
 
Gnamien Konan, a member of the PDCI-RDA reacted to a post by Prime Minister Patrick Achi on 
Twitter on 3 March. He used Twitter to express his willingness to help the development of Cote 
d'Ivoire. "Mister Prime Minister, I do not want to be RHDP, but I repeat, I can help you better than 
France. Leave me a message on Messenger," Konan stated. 
 
Source : https://afriksoir.net/gnamien-konan-patrick-achi-rhdp-france/ 

 
Context : On 23 February, Patrick Achi had posted a tweet appealing to France to help Cote 
d'Ivoire improve its collection of tax resources. "There is a need to improve the collection of tax 
resources. France, one of the countries where tax collection is one of the most efficient, has 
promised to provide us with the necessary technical assistance to improve it," the tweet said. 
Gnamien Konan was the director general of the Customs Office from 2001 to 2008 where he 
managed to increase customs revenue from $780 million in 2000 to $1.2 billion in 2007.      
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