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The following report highlights major political news in Cote d'Ivoire from 21 to 28 February. This 

edition focuses on the issue of President Alassane Ouattara's succession, disagreement among 

opposition officials, the electoral commission welcoming an opposition member, opposition 

supporters brandishing Russian flags at rally, and opposition figure urging former President Henri 

Konan Bedie to withdraw from the Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire (PDCI), among others. The 

report includes background information to add context where needed. The news items are 

presented in chronological order. 

 

21 February  

 
Minister Discusses President Ouattara’s Succession 
 
Kouassi Kobenan Adjoumani, the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, said that no 
member of the ruling coalition Rally of Houphouetists for Democracy and Peace (RHDP) is thinking 
about the succession of President Alassane Ouattara in 2025. According to Adjoumani,            
"Even within the RHDP, we are not thinking about the succession of President Alassane Ouattara. 
Our prayer is that God continues to give him health and strength because the work he is doing 
deserves health and strength." 
 
Source : https://www.afrique-sur7.ci/491609-cote-divoire-succession-de-ouattara-ce-que-dit-adjoumani  

 
Context : Adjoumani made the statement during a televised interview with the privately owned 
television NCI. As a former member of the opposition Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire (PDCI), 
Adjoumani was among the first executives of the party to leave Henri Konan Bedie, the PDCI’s 
chairman, and joined the RHDP.   
 
Opposition Party Executive Criticizes Former Youth Leader 
 
During an 11 February rally in the Abobo ward of Abidjan, Medard Adia Damana a.k.a Damana 
Pickass, the secretary general of former President Laurent Gbagbo’s African Peoples Party-Cote 
d'Ivoire (PPA-CI), expressed anger against Charles Ble Goude, the former leader of the pro-Gbagbo 
Young Patriots movement. Referring to Ble Goude, Pikass said: "There are people who have never 
been with us, why cry when they leave? When someone comes out of prison, when someone 
comes from exile, you have to listen to him because through his words, you know if he is your 
comrade or not. Trials reveal our real person. They do not change us." 
 
Source : https://www.connectionivoirienne.net/2023/02/21/cei-vie-chere-reconciliation-candidature-de-gbagbo-la-rue-pour-
faire-reculer-ouattara/ 
 

Context : During a tour of the Nawa region to express gratitude to the local population, Ble Goude, 
the chairman of the Pan-African Congress for Justice and Equality of Peoples (COJEP), made 

https://www.afrique-sur7.ci/491609-cote-divoire-succession-de-ouattara-ce-que-dit-adjoumani
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remarks that sparked discontent among Gbagbo’s supporters. Ble Goude said: "I still hear people 
saying that they are ready for a rematch (in reference to a recent statement by Damana pikass). 
Who are you going to play your rematch with? Against whom? And to take what trophy? Let me tell 
you, there will be no rematch here in Cote d'Ivoire. Whoever attacks Cote d'Ivoire will find me on his 
way." Since his return to the country, Ble Goude appears to be taking a stance away from Gbagbo. 
 
Journalist Slams Ruling, Opposition Parties Over Introduction of Residence Permit 
 
Independent journalist Andre Silver Konan criticized both Ouattara and Gbagbo’s supporters over 
their stance on the introduction of a residence permit in Cote d’Ivoire and called them "hypocrites." 
Following the new initiative, the RHDP urged foreigners outside the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) to acquire a residence card in Cote d'Ivoire. Konan reacted by saying: 
"On the residence card, I listen to some pro-Gbagbo and pro-Ouattara today and I pity not only 
them, but their intelligence. I still remember, as if it were yesterday, that some Gbagbo’s supporters 
even wanted the wife of an Ivoirian, having acquired nationality through marriage, to acquire a 
residence card. Today, they are the ones who play the scared virgins. This is hypocrisy. Regarding 
the Ouattara supporters, I still remember that they were the ones who presented the permit as 
xenophobia or Ivoirite. And they are the ones defending it today. Until when will you continue to be 
so hypocritical?" 
 
Source : 
https://web.facebook.com/AndreSilverKonanOfficiel/posts/pfbid02A2mQo99UxrHbeuFEyFUWPGxPhnFFwS4mJCCq4Jku
Sgq74GurgSr3ACyHxP2AUnaLl  

 
Context : Following a 15 February Council of Ministers, the Ivoirian Government launched an 
information and awareness-raising campaign for foreigners outside the ECOWAS to obtain a 
"resident card." In relation to the issue, an old video circulated on social media where a sequence 
shows former president Gbagbo defending the document which at his time was called "residence 
card." "How many foreigners come to this country? At what time? To do what? Their age? Their 
gender? Their qualifications? etc. We need to know. We have had agreements at the level of 
ECOWAS, at the level of WAEMU, so that is not our objective. Our objective is to have control over 
the flow of foreigners into our country," Gbagbo said on TV. 
 

22 February 

 
Ble Goude Expresses Worries After PPA-CI Fails To Hold Rally in Nothern Region 
 
Ble Goude expressed worries after the PPA-CI failed to hold a rally in the northern town of Kani on 
17 February. He said: "One must not prevent an Ivoirian from speaking. The year 2025 (for 
presidential election) is not far. If we continue like this, it is already scary. This is the proof that we 
must insist on the fact that democracy is the game of contradictions." 
 
Source : https://www.linfodrome.com/politique/84581-meeting-empeche-du-ppa-ci-a-kani-inquiet-ble-goude-interpelle-
2025-n-est-pas-loin-ca-fait-deja-peur 

 
Context :  On 17 February, a group of people prevented a PPA-CI delegation led by Stephane Kipre, 
its vice-president, from holding rallies in several localities in the northern Worodougou region, 
including Kani, Morondo, and Tiesso. 
 

23 February 

 
Election Body Welcomes Two New Members 
 
President Ouattara signed a decree on 15 February appointing Demba Traore from the PPA-CI and 
Dan Jules Demonsthene from the RHDP as new members of the Central Commission of the 

https://web.facebook.com/AndreSilverKonanOfficiel/posts/pfbid02A2mQo99UxrHbeuFEyFUWPGxPhnFFwS4mJCCq4JkuSgq74GurgSr3ACyHxP2AUnaLl
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Independent Electoral Commission (CEI). According to online platform Linfodrome, "the 
appointment of a representative from Gbagbo's party ends several months of intense negotiations 
between the government and the party of the former head of state. For RTI Info, "the appointment of 
Demba Traore occurs before local elections (municipal and regional) scheduled for end of 2023. 
Justin Katinan Kone, the spokesman for the PPA-CI, said: "We accept this entry which was 
expected since the end of the political dialogue a year ago." 
 
Source : https://news.abidjan.net/articles/718179/cote-divoire-le-ppa-ci-le-parti-de-laurent-gbagbo-fait-son-entree-a-la-
commission-electorale-independante-cei 

 
Context : The decision was a compromise that the ruling RHDP accepted at the end of the political 
dialogue held in early 2022 and a pledge given to the opposition to show willingness to establish a 
balanced electoral commission for the organization of municipal and regional elections in October 
and November 2023. 
 

24-25 February 

 
Opposition Member Charged for Alleged Involvement in Attack on Military Camp 
 
Richard Adou, the State Prosecutor, announced that Damana Pickass, the secretary general of the 
PPA-CI, was charged for his "involvement" in the April 2021 attack on a military camp in Abobo.  

Sources : https://www.connectionivoirienne.net/2023/02/24/pickass-ressort-libre-de-son-audition-devant-la-cellule-
speciale-denquetes-de-la-gendarmerie/; https://www.ivoirematin.com/news/Politique/cote-d-ivoire-damana-pickass-
inculpe-dan_n_94549.html  

Context : On the night of 20-21 April 2021, heavily armed assailants attacked a military camp in 
Abobo, resulting in three deaths and one injured. A gendarmerie investigation led to the arrest of 33 
people. According to the investigations, the attack was the result of a "conspiracy" between Ivoirian 
and Liberian fighters. The investigations also accused Damana Pickass of being involved in the 
planning of the attack.  
 
Activist Criticizes Integration of New Members Into Election Body 
 
Pulcherie Gbalet criticized the integration of new members into the CEI: "What will the entry of the 
PPA-CI in the CEI change when all the organs of organization and regulation of elections are under 
the command of the executive branch? The priority is the reform of the CEI and the Constitutional 
Council," she said. 
 
Source : https://www.facebook.com/100090606305555/posts/104066972623513/?flite=scwspnss  

 
Context : The PPA-CI recently joined the Central Commission of the CEI following a decree signed 
by President Ouattara.  
 

27 February 

 
State Officials Escape Death Following Helicopter Crash 
 
An MI8 helicopter of the Ivoirian Air Force carrying Foreign Minister Kandia Camara, National 
Assembly President Adama Bictogo, and Budget Minister Moussa Sanogo made an emergency 
landing in Gohitafla in central Cote d’Ivoire on 25 February following an engine failure. The officials 
came out of the drama unharmed. 
 
Source : https://news.abidjan.net/articles/718276/cote-divoire-crash-dun-helicoptere-transportant-le-president-de-
lassemblee-nationale-et-des-ministres  
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Context : The three officials were returning from the Bere region, where they attended a rally to pay 
tribute to President Ouattara. The last helicopter crash occurred on 10 September 2021 involving an 
Mi-24 helicopter of the Ivorian Air Force in northern Cote d'Ivoire killing five people due to bad 
weather conditions, according to an official communique. The tragedy occurred in an area targeted 
by jihadist attacks. 
 
Russian Flags Seen at Opposition Rally in Abidjan 
 
At a 25 February rally organized by the PPA-CI in the Yopougon ward of Abidjan, a group of 
supporters was seen brandishing Russian flags. Members of the party leadership called them to 
order and said that the party did not assume this conviction of some supporters of the party. Blaise 
Ayemene, one of the PPA-CI officials said: "We told them that this is not appropriate and that we 
came here to talk about our party and not to promote a country. We do not want any diplomatic 
incident." 
 
Source : https://www.connectionivoirienne.net/2023/02/25/des-drapeaux-de-la-russie-apercus-aux-meetings-du-ppa-ci/  

 
Context :  The PPA-CI held a rally in Yopougon on 25 February to mark the final day of its 
mobilization tour, which Damana Pickass led. The police arrested some of the supporters waiving 
Russian flags. 
 

 
Afriksoir.net 
 

28 February 

 
Activist Denounces 'Injustice' at Central Prison 
  
Activist Pulcherie Gbalet denounced what she referred to as "injustice" that prisoners face at the 
House of Arrest and Correction of Abidjan (MACA). According to Gbalet, "there is overcrowding in 
the prison. They release one or two, they send ten. The Constitution said that the presumption of 
innocence prevails but we do not understand why the opposite is occurring. As soon as you are 
accused of something without verification of the facts, the accuser just needs to have relations in 
the system for the accused to go to prison." 
 
Source : https://www.facebook.com/Pulcheriegbalet/videos/1147523475897010/?flite=scwspnss  
 
Context : Pulcherie Gbalet, civil society activist had been summoned by the police on 22 August 
2022 and placed in custody at the Abidjan Police Headquarters. The following day she was placed 
under a detention order and transferred to the MACA. She was released on the night of 3 February 
after five months of detention. Gbalet was summoned again by a judge on 6 February. After her 
hearing, the court rejected her request to quash her judgment. Gbalet is the chairperson of 
Alternative Citoyenne Ivoirienne (ACI), a civil society organization close to the opposition. 
 
Prominent PDCI Official Urges Bedie To Withdraw From Party  

https://www.connectionivoirienne.net/2023/02/25/des-drapeaux-de-la-russie-apercus-aux-meetings-du-ppa-ci/
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In an interview with Le Nouveau Reveil, a daily newspaper close to the PDCI, Noel Akossi Bendjo 
called for the withdrawal of Bedie to curb defections within the party. He said: "President Bedie has 
given so much to the PDCI and to our country, that it is desirable that he now accepts to be the 
'Mandela of Cote d'Ivoire' to whom anyone in search of wisdom will come to see, regardless of their 
political affiliation." 
 
Source : https://www.connectionivoirienne.net/2023/02/27/akossi-bendjo-demande-ouvertement-a-bedie-de-se-retirer-
pour-mettre-fin-a-la-saignee-des-cadres-vers-le-rhdp-interview/  
 
Context : Several prominent PDCI members recently left the party to join the ruling RHDP. They 
include Narcisse Pierre N'Dri, a former chief of staff of Bedie, Kouame Kouakou Lacina, a former 
member of the Supervisory Board of the PDCI, Albert Acho N'Cho, the mayor of the town of 
Agboville, and Senator Raymond Yapi N'dohi, among other figures. 
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