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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Mali 
on 5-7 March. Mali observes a three-day morning in the aftermaths of the killing of 27 
soldiers in a terrorist attack. Malian economy is on slow motion a few weeks from the 
beginning of Ramadan even though authorities manage to open a way out for Malian 
cotton through Mauritania. Malian Army killed terrorist leaders including Burkina Faso and 
Niger nationals. The report includes background information to add context where 
needed. 

 

POLITICS 

 
Mali Observes Three-Day National Mourning for 27 Soldiers Killed 
 
Malijet reported that to pay a tribute to the 27 soldiers who lost their lives to a terrorist attack carried 
out on 4 March in Mondoro, center, the Malian Government has decreed a three-day national 
mourning, starting 5 March. The national flag will be half-mast during the period of mourning.1  
 
Mondoro Residents Express Support for Army After Deadly 4 March Attack 
 
Maliweb.net on 6 March culled a report from French broadcaster RFI saying that two days after a 

terrorist attack that cost the lives of 27 soldiers in their locality, the 
residents of Mondoro (center) gathered on 6 March to express 
their full support for the armed forces. Soumaila Morba, member of 
the local youth association, said: "We support the Army day in and 
day out," and "One key recommendation of the terrorists is that the 
population dissociate themselves from the Army detachment in 
Mondoro. Our gathering today aims to prevent this request from 
impacting the population."2  
 

Background: A terrorist attack killed 27 soldiers on 4 March in Mondoro.  
 
Minister of Culture Bans All Festivities During Mourning Period 
 
News website Abamako reported that after observing that some cultural operators maintained their 
activities and celebrations as planned despite a decree instituting a three-day national mourning, 

 
1 https://malijet.com/a_la_une_du_mali/267429-un-deuil-national-de-trois-3-jours-d%C3%A9cr%C3%A9t%C3%A9-en-

hommage-aux-victim.html 
2 https://www.maliweb.net/insecurite/mali-les-habitants-de-mondoro-assurent-leur-soutien-a-larmee-face-aux-terroristes-

2967543.html 
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the minister in charge of culture, Andogoly Guindo, issued a statement to ask all businessmen 
involved in the cultural industry to freeze their activities, at least till the end of the mourning period.3 
 

ECONOMY 

 
Markets Said Empty of Customers as Ramadan Approaches 
 
An article in Malijet observed that traditional markets are currently experiencing a shortage of 
buyers as one finds more vendors than clients. According to the writer, the adverse effects of both 
COVID_19 and the ECOWAS sanctions have forced the average Malian to heavily prioritize their 
expenses. The Muslim fasting period known as Ramadan is starting soon. The writer said that 
vendors may be tempted, on that occasion, to increase the prices of commodities to cover the 
losses they are enduring.4 
 
New Corridor To Evacuate Cotton Through Mauritania 
 
Aujourd'hui on 5 March reports that; Ibrahim Diawara, the President of the Malian Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry on 28 February travelled to Gougui at 
the border with Mauritania, with a high-level delegation to take 
stock of a new export corridor aimed mainly at ushering Malian 
cotton out of the country through Mauritania. The move is a relief 
for the Malian economy that has been under ECOWAS sanctions, 
including closure of borders since 9 January, as creates a route 
to sell Malian cotton abroad and make money for customs.5  
 
 
 

SECURITY  

 
Report Says Terrorists Kill 27 Soldiers in Center of Country 
 
Privately owned news website Maliactu.net on 5 March cited a 4 March government communique 
reporting that a terrorist attack on a military post in the 
locality of Mondoro in the Douentza region, center of the 
country, led to the killing of 27 soldiers. The attack included 
the use of "car bombs." The provisional toll was put to 27 
dead, 33 wounded, seven missing, and "significant material 
damage." The communique added that special forces 
conducted combing operation that resulted in the killing 47 
terrorists in the morning and 23 others early in the 
afternoon.6  
 
Background: This attack comes at a time when one 
observes "rise in power" of the Malian Defense and Security 
Forces which have inflicted setbacks on terrorist groups in recent months.  
 
 
 

 
3 http://news.abamako.com/h/267212.html 
4 https://malijet.com/la_societe_malienne_aujourdhui/267503-a-quelques-semaines-du-ramadan-les-marches-sont-vides-

de-clients.html 
5 http://news.abamako.com/h/267165.html 
6 https://maliactu.net/mali-vingt-sept-soldats-et-70-terroristes-tues-dans-une-attaque-au-centre-du-mali-officiel 

Maliactu, 5 March 
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Report Says Army Kills Terrorist Leaders From Burkina Faso, Niger After Mondoro Attack 
 
ABamako on 6 March carried the full text of a press release of the armed forces. According to the 
release, the Army launched a counter-offensive on 4 March after one of its positions suffered a 
deadly terrorists attack. Thanks to "offensive air actions," the army destroyed logistics plots and 
enemy convoys and inflicted significant losses on the terrorists, including some leaders of various 
origins, namely, Iboune Ibrahim and Malam Aboubacar from Niger, Alfousseyni Barry, Iboune 
Younouss aka Bodala, and Nouhoum Dicko from Burkina Faso, and Hassan Barry from the village 
of Dialoube, Amadou Dicko from the village of Boni Ague Issa alias Nassourou, all Malian citizens.7 
 
Army Debunks Accusations of Summary Executions 
 
In a 7 March article culled from Le Pays, ABamako quoted the armed forces as rejecting 
accusations that Malian soldiers in the night of 1 to 2 March conducted summary executions of 
civilians in Diabaly, Nionon Circle, Segou region. The accusation were based on videos that 
circulated on social media that the Army said were doctored and baseless. The Army statement 
insisted that "the Malian Armed Forces cannot be responsible for such abjection and this 
information constitutes disinformation."8 

Report Says Wagner Combatants Open Fire on Mauritanian Nationals in Malian Territory 
 
Fighters of the Russian private military company Wagner on 5 March opened fire on six Mauritanian 

nationals who were 36 kilometers from the 
Mauritanian border, in Malian territory, 
injuring two of them, according to Mauritanian 
sources. The sources said that Wagner's 
elements immediately fired on side before the 
Malian soldiers drew their attention to the fact 
that these were peaceful Mauritanians. The 
Malian soldiers allowed one of the 
Mauritanians to transport the wounded to 
Adel Begrou for treatment and arrested the 
other three along with two other Malian 
citizens from Azawad, northern Mali.9 
 

 
7 http://news.abamako.com/h/267190.html 
8 http://news.abamako.com/h/267217.html 
9 https://fr.saharamedias.net/des-elements-du-groupe-wagner-ont-tire-sur-des-mauritaniens-en-territoire-malien/ 

fr.saharamedias.net, 6 March 


