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The following report highlights major news developments in politics, economy, and security in 
Mali. The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) gave the junta between 12 
and 16 months for extension of transition and maintained sanctions. The Governor of Gao 
expressed ire as French soldiers conduct survey in town. Meanwhile, renowned Muslim cleric 
Mahmoud Dicko called authorities "hypocrites, liars." The Ministry of Commerce certified that 
there will be no shortage of basic commodities. Security ward, the chief of army updated media 
on military operations and an article called on Mali and Burkina Faso to join forces and combat 
terrorism in the "three borders area." 

 

POLITICS 

 
ECOWAS Gives Junta 'Between 12 and 16 Months' of Extended Transition 
 
At the extraordinary summit of heads of states and government of the ECOWAS on 25 March in 

Accra, Ghana, the regional body called on the Malian transitional 
government to look toward an additional period of 12 to 16 months 
starting 15 March for the extension of the transition, considering the 
activities necessary for the organization of the presidential election. As 
for the sanctions taken on 9 January, they are maintained. The sub-
regional body decided to continue the dialogue with the goal of reaching 
an agreement that would allow the gradual lifting of the sanctions.1  
 
Background: The junta earlier in March proposed a 24-month transition 

to an ECOWAS envoy. 
 
Gao Governor Unhappy With French Force Barkhane Quizzing Residents 
 
Brigadier General Moussa Traore, Governor of Gao, on 24 March sent a letter to the command of 
Operation Barkhane to ask for them to stop a survey 
operation that French soldiers are carrying out in the 
streets of Gao, while "they are supposed to leave the 
Malian territory." For the governor, this action is akin to 
"destabilizing both our region and our country" which could 
"further damage relations between our two states."2  
 
Background: France has decided to dismantle its 
Barkhane military operation and leave Mali. However, the 
operation will not be effective before months. 

 
1 http://news.abamako.com/h/268194.html 
2 https://www.7info.ci/gao-barkhane-sonde-le-gouverneur-gronde/ 
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Muslim Cleric Mahmoud Dicko Criticizes Junta 
 
During a sermon on 25 March, Imam Mahmoud Dicko called 
the current authorities of the country "hypocrites and liars" 
who "cannot build anything good." Long disappeared from 
the radar, Imam Mahmoud Dicko, who is not a supporter of 
the transitional authorities, is gradually making his return to 
the political scene.3 
 
Backgound: Dicko was at the forefront of street 
demonstrations that culminated in a coup that toppled late 

president Ibrahim Boubacar Keita and saw the rise of Colonel Assimi 
Goita. 

 
 

ECONOMY  

 
Commerce Minister Says No Shortage of Commodities in View 
 
In a 28 March report, newspaper Le Challenger quoted Boukadary Doumbia, managing director of 
the Directorate General for Trade, Consumption, and Competition, as saying that "despite all the 
ongoing crises and the embargo, Malian economic operators managed to get supplies. For the 
month of Ramadan, there will be no shortage of products on the markets." Doumbia said this on 25 
March during an exchange with the media.4 
 

SECURITY  

 
Chief of Army Sheds Light on Military Operations 
 
A 28 March report in newspaper 22 September said that on 25 March, the Chief of the General Staff 
of the Armed Forces (CEMGA), Major General Oumar Diarra, held a news conference in Bamako. 

He spoke particularly of the ongoing Keletigui and Maliba 
operations. "These operations are a response to concerns of the 
populations who think that the Malian Armed Forces (FAMA) are 
static. Thanks to these operations, the FAMA go on the offensive to 
find and destroy terrorist sanctuaries," said the CEMGA. Speaking 
of the fight against terrorism, the CEMGA declared, "We are aware 
that the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara is operating in the 
Menaka area. We are carrying out offensives there." He also took 
the opportunity to urge the population to collaborate with the 
FAMA.5 

 
Article Urges Mali, Burkina Faso To Combine Efforts in 'Three Border' Area  
 
A 28 March article in Maliactu.net said that the Liptako-Gourma zone between Burkina Faso, Mali, 
and Niger, commonly called "Three Border Zone", which extends over an area of 370,000 km2, has 
become the epicenter of terrorist actions in the Sahelo-Saharan strip because it is an area where 
borders are very porous. This allows terrorists to perpetrate their crimes on a territory and then 

 
3 http://news.abamako.com/h/268179.html 

4 https://www.maliweb.net/economie/la-dgcc-rassure-il-ny-aura-pas-de-penurie-de-produits-pendant-ce-mois-beni-

2970747.html 
5 https://malijet.com/communiques-de-presse/268229-situation-s%C3%A9curitaire-du-pays-

l%E2%80%99%C3%A9clairage-du-chef-d%E2%80%99%C3%A9tat-major-d.html 
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easily take refuge in one of the neighboring territories. In this regard, the article suggested that the 
fight against terrorism in the in this area be absolutely based 
on a joint military strategy which will combine the Burkinabe 
and Malian forces and be conducted in the form of biparty 
patrols inside the territory of each country.6 
 
 

 
6 https://maliactu.net/antiterrorisme-dans-le-liptako-gourma-et-si-le-mali-et-le-burkina-faso-conjuguaient-leurs-efforts/ 

Figure 1Maliactu.net 


