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Mali: Reporting on Major News Developments 24 March 2022  

 
The following report highlights major news developments in politics, economy, and security in 
Mali on 24 March. Junta leader Assimi Goita is expected in Ghana on 25 March as a guest to an 
extraordinary summit of the ECOWAS. A commentary said that death of ex-prime minister in 
detention would be a burden for the authorities. Prime Minister Choguel Kokalla Maiga went to 
Qatar for Doha Summit. On the military front, the toll of the twin attacks on 21 March was 
unfortunately revised while a commentary urged the authorities to purchase Turkish drones. 

 

POLITICS 

 
Junta Leader To Attend ECOWAS's 25 March Extraordinary Summit in Accra 
 
The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) on 22 March formally invited interim 
President-Colonel Assimi Goita to an extraordinary session to take place in Accra, Ghana. The 
summit will be an opportunity for the ECOWAS and Mali to find a compromise on the duration of the 
Malian transition.1  
 
Background: Mali has proposed a period of 24 months while the ECOWAS remains adamant on a 
12 to 16 months period for the transition. 
 
Commentary Says Death of Ex-Prime Minister 'Moral Weight' for Junta 
 
A commentary by Sikou Bah said that by refusing to heed the various requests for the medical 

evacuation of the late Soumeylou Boubeye Maiga (SBM) until his death, 
the authorities risk having the death of this statesman on their 
conscience. Indeed, SBM passed away without having a chance to go 
on trial and tell his part of the truth in the so-called military equipment 
case for which he was charged. His death will therefore be for the 
transition, a moral burden that it should now accept and carry, the 
commentary said.2 
 
 

ECONOMY  

  
Prime Minister in Qatar for 20th Doha Forum 
 
Prime Minister Choguel Kokalla Maiga arrived in Doha, Qatar on 24 March to attend the 20th Doha 
Forum. The theme this year is "Transforming for a New Era." Prime Minister Maiga is the guest of 
His Excellency Cheick Khaled Bin Khalifa Abdel Aziz AL Thani, President of the Council of 

 
1 http://news.abamako.com/h/268051.html 
2 https://maliactu.net/sbm-une-lourde-charge-morale-pour-la-transition/ 
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Ministers, Minister of the Interior of the State of Qatar. At his arrival at the Doha International Airport, 
Maiga said: "I hope that the exchanges we will have with the Qatari authorities will be fruitful and will 
enable our two States to strengthen cooperative relations in several areas." 
 

SECURITY  

 
Toll Increases to 16 Soldiers Killed, 37 Terrorists Neutralized in Boni, Tessit Attacks 
 
A communique published on 22 March by the Information 
and Public Relations Department of the armed forces said 
that the toll of the two attacks perpetrated on 21 March 
against the Malian Armed Forces (FAMA) has increased and 
now stands at 16 soldiers killed and 37 terrorists killed.3 
 
Background: On 21 March, a FAMA patrol fell in an ambush 
in Boni (Douentza) in central Mali. The same day, an attack 
targeted the FAMA outpost in Tessit (Ansongo/Gao, north of 
the country). 
 
Commentary Says West African Leg of ISGS Increasing Attacks on Army 
 
The Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) claimed responsibility for the attack on Monday 

March 21 against the Fama in Tessit through its Amaq propaganda 
site. The lesson to be learned from this umpteenth attack is that the 
ISGS seems to be very interested in this part of the national territory 
where its attacks are still violent against the FAMA. In less than 40 
days, this is the third attack against the FAMA in the Tessit sector 
led and claimed by the ISGS. This should prompt the military 
hierarchy to make an in-depth study to find out what is behind the 
particular interest of the terrorist group for Tessit. 
 
 
  

Article Suggests Purchase of Turkish Drones To Boost Army's Capacities 
 
An article in Le Matin says that after the recent incidents -- killing of dozens of Mauritanian civilians-- 
that almost strained the relations between Mali and Mauritania, the government should seek and 
find ways to have an aerial control of the territory. This, it says, will provide greater support to troops 
deployed on the ground and help for a more accurate surveillance of the territory. According to the 
writer, the performance of the Turkish drones "in Syria, Libya, and Nagorno-Karabakh have boosted 
its sales in recent years."4 
 

 
3 https://maliactu.net/mali-le-bilan-des-attaques-de-lundi-passe-a-16-soldats-tues-et-37-terroristes-abattus/ 
4 http://news.abamako.com/h/268029.html 

Maliactu.net 

Abamako.com 


