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The following report highlights major news developments in politics, economy, and security in 

Mali on 7-8 February. This edition focuses on the National Transitional Council working on 

revising the Transition Charter, the Prime Minister saying that security will prevail over elections, 

political parties rejecting EU sanctions against five officials, and the chief of army staff visiting 

troops on the ground, among others. This report includes background information to add context 

where needed.  

 

POLITICS  

 
Ex-French Ambassador Suspects Junta Leader of Planning Presidential Candidacy 
 
Former French ambassador to Mali, Nicolas Normand, on his Facebook page, said that two major 
Malian political stakeholders are already at work to support 
Colonel Assimi Goita's presidential bid. Normand namely cited 
Mamadou Diarrassouba of the RPM and Marimantia Diarra of 
ADEMA as maneuvering within their respective parties to 
encourage Goita to resign from the army and be their common 
candidate for the next presidential election. In addition, Normand 
said that stronger actions are under preparation to create a 
synergy of political and civil society actors aimed at suppoting the 
candidacy of Colonel Goïta. 
 
 
Prime Minister Says French Operation Takuba Aims 'To Divide' Mali 
 
Addressing diplomats accredited in Bamako on 7 February, the Malian Prime Minister spoke of his 
country's relations with Paris, in particular on the question of European anti-jihadist forces. He said: 
"Takuba is for the division of Mali. In local Songhai and Tamasheq languages, it is means 'sword.' It 
is not a name that was taken by chance." 
 
Reconciliation Minister Gives Reasons for Meeting With Former Rebels in Rome 
 
Minister for Reconciliation Ismael Wague over the weekend talked to the press to give context to his 
meeting with various former rebel groups in Rome, Italy, privately owned website Maliactu.net 
reported on 8 February. According to Wague, the mission was part of attempts to find a solution and 
a compromise between the movements which are signatories of the Algiers Agreement. He added 
that the meeting was initiated by the Italian NGO Ara Pacis in order to serve as a framework and to 
support the long-sought reconciliation in Mali with the movements of the North. 

Abamako.com, file 
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Maliactu.net, 8 February 

 
Ailing Former Prime Minister Soumeylou Boubeye Maiga Banned From Visits 
 
Private website Mali24.info reported that the family of former Prime Minister Soumeylou Boubeye 

Maiga on 7 February issued a communique to complain that since 3 
February, they received a notification that they cannot visit their relative who 
has been in hospital for some time. Maiga's family called on the presidents 
of the transition to remember that he is responsible for making sure the 
rights of all citizens are respected.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Transitional Council Begins To Revise Transition Charter, Electoral Law 
 
In a decree published on 4 February, the president of the transition convened the National 
Transitional Council -- the legislative transitional council -- for proceedings to start on 4 February. 
The council will study several issues, including the "revision of the transition charter" and "the bill on 
the electoral law."  
 
Background: The transition was set to end this month. The transitional authorities, however, 
appear reluctant to hold elections. Observers of the political scene believe that the move aims to 
establish new basis for negotiations with the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) after it slapped Mali with a string of tough measures for failing to propose an acceptable 
calendar for the return to constitutional order. 
 
Prime Minister Says To Focus on 'Restoration of Security Before Election' 
 
Speaking at a ceremony over the weekend in Segou, Prime Minister Choguel Kokalla Maiga said 
that even if the ECOWAS wants Mali to hold elections as soon as 
possible, the Malian authorities have set themselves the objective of 
reestablishing security first, Abamako.com reported on 7 February. The 
Prime Minister added that "election is not an end in itself," and "we 
cannot tie the life of a nation to elections." Therefore, "the priority of our 
government is to restore the security of people and their property," Maiga 
said. 
 
Background: Mali is under ECOWAS sanctions for planning a five-year transition instead of 18 
months as initially agreed. 
 
 

Mali24.info, file 
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Political Parties, Groups Cry Foul After EU Sanctions Five Officials  
 
Abamako.com reported that on 4 February, the European Union imposed sanctions on five Malian 
personalities namely Choguel Kokalla Maiga, Prime Minister, Colonel Malick Diaw, President of the 
National Transitional Council (CNT,) Colonel Ismael Wague, Minister for National Reconciliation, 
Ibrahim Ikassa Maiga, Minister for the Refoundation of the State, and Adama Ben Diarra, a member 
of the CNT. The EU accused all these officials of "obstructing Mali's political transition." Malian 
political parties and groups such as FAD, URD, M5-RFP, and PCC denounced the sanctions which 
"constitute a real plot against Mali and whose purpose is to dissuade the authorities of the transition 
to restore the sovereignty of our nation." 
 
Background: The EU earlier last week said it would sanction some Malian officials to tie with its 
promise to back the ECOWAS sanctions. 
 
Commentary Welcomes Revision of Transition Charter 
 
A commentary from Le Sursaut reprinted on Malijet on 7 February said that the project to revise the 
Transition Charter is a "good move." Indeed, according to the Transition Charter signed in 
September 2020, the ongoing transition should end in February 2022. However, all the conditions 
required to organize the elections in time are not gathered. Which makes it necessary to revise the 
Charter so that it is in conformity with the chronogram of the transition. Meanwhile, the author also 
hints that the revision of the Transition Charter may be an opportunity for its members to allow junta 
leader Goita to be a candidate in the forthcoming elections. The current charter bans junta members 
from running. So, the revision will offer a route for reconciliation with the ECOWAS through an 
acceptable electoral time frame while opening the way for Colonel Goita -- currently the most 
popular Malian leader -- to be a candidate. 
 
Pro-Junta Demonstration Not Dying Down 
 
Demonstrations in support for the transitional authorities are not weakening, says a 7 February 
report in Le Republicain. Indeed, on 4 February 
at the call of political parties and civil society 
groups, residents of Bamako took to the street 
and gathered at the Tower of Africa monument, 
a symbol of African unity. It was an opportunity 
for the demonstrators to reiterate their "firm 
support" and their "confidence" in the transition. 
They also criticized France against who 
placards carrying hostile words could be seen 
everywhere. The protesters demanded -- again 
-- the departure of France from Mali. 
 
Background: Since the ECOWAS took sanctions against Mali and later on the French foreign 
affairs minister came out with a speech that Malian authorities considered as inappropriate, protests 
have been organized in support for the authorities.  
 

ECONOMY 

 
Malian Government Says 'Not Notified' of Economic Sanctions by WAEMU 
 
On 6 February, the Government of Mali via Colonel Abdoulaye Maiga, Minister for Territorial 
Administration and Decentralization, issued a communique to inform the public opinion that since 
the ECOWAS took economic sanctions against the country, the West African Economic and 
Monetary Union (WAEMU), the institution in charge of officially applying the sanctions, have failed to 

Maliweb.net, 7 February 
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notify the Malian Government, the Facebook page of Maliactu reported. The Malian Government 
described the move as a "blatant violation of the regulations" that rule the WAEMU. It instantly 
urged the monetary institution to diligently respond to its correspondence on the issue. 
 
 

SECURITY  

 
Report Says Army Frees Villages in Center, Restores Hope 
 
Malijet reported on 8 February that the Malian Armed Forces (FAMA) on 1 February liberated the 
villages of Marebougou in the circle of Djenne, and Farabougou in the circle of Niono (central 
region), that had been besieged by terrorists over the last months. According to local sources, it was 
on 1 February around 1800 local time that the FAMA attacked and "killed several terrorists. Those 
who escaped death fled." Beside liberating the two localities, the soldiers brought food to the 
villagers, according to the report.  
 
Commercial Activities Resume in Central Mali as Security Returns 
 
An 8 February DW.com report said that commercial activities have resumed between the different 

localities of the Mopti region, which 
delights traders and customers. A sign 
that security is back in the area, the 
report said. A fish vendor named Fatou 
said "I can say that insecurity has 
decreased recently. Because in the past, 
the products we bought for had no 
outlets due to insecurity. On many 
occasions, those who transported our 
products did not return from their 
journey." 
 
 
 
 

Chief of Army Staff Visits Maliko Operation Troops  
 

Mali Kanu posted on 7 February a report on the 
Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces, 
Lieutenant General Oumar Diarra on 5-6 
February visiting his men deployed in Koro, 
Mandoli, Sofara, Timissa, and Tominian in the 
fourth sector of Operation Maliko. General 
Diarra first congratulated the soldiers for the 
tactical and professional progress they made 
recently. During the discussions, soldiers raised 
the issue of strengthening the security system. 
The chief of staff promised an improvement 
and said that the dynamic of victory "will 
continue throughout the southern and central 
zone of the country and then go up to the 
northern regions in order to search for and 

neutralize all terrorists in their sanctuaries." 
 

Dw.com, 8 February 



Mali: Reporting on Major News Developments 
 

 

 

 Africa Information & Monitoring Services 

5 

Background: Malian authorities launched two military operations -- Keletigui and Maliko -- to 
restore security across the country. 
 
Prime Minister Eyes Cooperation With Turkey on Defense Issues 
 
After an assessment of the attitude of Western countries in Mali and the country's cooperation with 
Turkey, Malian Prime Minister Choguel Kokalla Maiga said that he wanted to strengthen 
cooperation with Turkey in the security sector, Maliweb reported on 6 February. Maiga said that 
Turkey, a country where Islam is the dominant religion, is important for Mali because Mali also has 
95 percent of its population that is Muslim. Maiga concluded on a pledge to organize a working visit 
to Turkey.  
 
Background: Mali is seeking to distance itself from France, its longtime partner, to cooperate with 
fresh ones, including Russia. 
 


