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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Mali on 25 
February. The report focuses on a meeting between ECOWAS mediator and the transition 
leaders, calls to lift ECOWAS sanctions, Tuareg separatists calling for a meeting with the military 
rulers, and calls for a speedy delivery of acquired weapons. The report includes background 
information to add context where needed. 

 

POLITICS 

 
Transition Leader Hosts ECOWAS Mediator 
 
Several media outlets reported that Colonel Assimi Goita, President of the Malian transition, on 24 

February granted an audience to a delegation of the 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), 
led by former Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan. 
Speaking on the occasion, Jonathan said: "My visit here is 
part of the need to refine the discussions that are 
underway, with a view to bringing positions closer 
together."1  
 
Background: Jonathan is in Mali to convince the 
authorities to reduce the length of the transition to a period 
that can be accepted by the ECOWAS. The military rulers 
put in place a five-year transition plan. 
 

Article Says Lifting of Sanctions on Discussion Agenda 
 
An article culled from L'Essor daily quoted ECOWAS mediator Goodluck Jonathan as saying that 
the regional body has a number of documents that he will submit to Malian authorities as a base for 
discussions to agree on a consensual transition length. Jonathan also hinted that the lifting of 
sanctions against Mali may fit in forthcoming talks once Malian authorities have taken stock of the 
content of the documents and have made their own proposals.2  
 
Commentary Says ECOWAS, AU Snub Radical Opposition Parties 
 
A commentary culled form Le Pays said that the African Union and the ECOWAS are snubbing the 
radical Malian opposition through a new soft-paced dialogue. According to the commentator, the 
visit of Goodluck Jonathan and the persistent idea that he will propose 12 to 16 months of extension 

 
1 https://www.maliweb.net/cedeao/cedeao-au-mali-nous-allons-echanger-avec-les-autorites-mais-on-ne-peut-presager-

les-conclusions-2966402.html 
2 http://news.abamako.com/h/266795.html 
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is a proof that the regional bodies do not support the radical opposition. Especially those parties that 
gathered in Cote d'Ivoire and threatened to form a parallel government that will "organize elections 
in six months."3  
 
Article Wonders What MNLA Is Preparing in North 
 
An article culled from Nouvel Horizon daily said that in a one-minute, 13-second video clip posted 
on social media platforms, the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) invites its 
civil and military forces from Taoudeni and Timbuktu for consultations scheduled for 26 and 27 
February in Razelma on "concretization of the dividends of the peace process." The article observed 
that holding such consultations in a context of diplomatic strife between Mali and France "raised 
numerous questions." The article also wondered "Why now? Why use the acronym MNLA" that 
almost disappeared in favor of the Coordination of Movements of Azawad (CMA)?4  
 
 

SECURITY  

Mali Calls For Speedy Delivery of Military Plane 
 
Mali's authorities have asked the USA and Spain to speed up procedures for the delivery of the 
Casa aircraft they acquired from Airbus Casa and which was expected on 6 August, but which 
remains blocked in Spain by the Americans, according to 
several sources. Some time ago, Abdoulaye Diop, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 
Abdoulaye said: "Today, we realize that there are a lot of 
blockages from our partners. We have capabilities today and 
even an aircraft that the state has acquired on its own and 
that we want to deploy, but one of the Airbus' partner 
countries is currently blocking this process for unknown 
reasons."5  
 

 

 
3 https://malijet.com/actualite-politique-au-mali/267227-dur%C3%A9e-de-la-transition-au-mali-l%E2%80%99ua-et-la-

cedeao-l%C3%A2chent-les-opp.html 
4 http://news.abamako.com/h/266793.html 
5 http://news.abamako.com/h/266781.html 


