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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Mali on 24 
February. The report focuses on ECOWAS mediator's visit to Mali, a coalition of eight parties 
planning to form a civilian government in Abidjan, Prime Minister Choguel Maiga describing Mali's 
economic potentials in the United Arab Emirates, and the French Minister of the Armies saying 
that Mali owes recent victories against terrorists o France. The report includes background 
information to add context where needed. 

 

POLITICS 

 
ECOWAS Mediator Visits Mali for Talks on Length of Transition 
 
Ex-Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan, ECOWAS mediator for Mali, arrived in Bamako on 24 
February to meet authorities to discuss ways to agree on a transitional period that will be agreeable 
to both Malian authorities and regional bodies. Before his arrival in Bamako, Jonathan made it clear 
that the five-year transition agreed upon by the National Transitional Council would not be 
accepted.1  
 
Background: Mali has recorded two military coups in August 2020 and May 2021. In the 
background of the political crisis lies a serious security crisis that began in 2012 with the outbreak of 
separatist and jihadist insurgencies in the north.  
 
Coalition of Malian Parties Plans To Form Civilian Government in Abidjan  
 
Eight parties opposed to the Malian junta and gathered within the Mouvement Faso Dambe (MFD, 
"the honor of the fatherland", in Bambara) coalition announced on 22 February in Abidjan, Cote 
d'Ivoire, that they will "form a transitional civilian government on 27 February to organize elections 
within a period of six months," according to Ainea Ibrahim Coulibaly, president of this coalition, for 
whom Mali "has fallen in shambles." Coulibaly called anti-junta "demonstrations in all big cities of 
Mali" because "not all the Malians are supportive of Assimi Goita and his men."2 
 
Background: The transition in Mali was set to on end on 27 February, but the military government 
drafted and adopted a new charter which sets a new transition period of five years. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 http://news.abamako.com/h/266755.html 
2 https://afrikinfos-mali.com/2022/02/24/mali-une-coalition-de-partis-dopposition-annonce-depuis-abidjan-la-formation-

dun-gouvernement-civil/ 
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Commentary Sees Formation of Government in Exile as Threat For Junta 
 
A commentary said that the decision of eight political parties to form a government in exile (in 
Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire) represents a real risk for the Malian junta. The commentary leans on what 
happened in Cote d'Ivoire after the 2010 presidential elections when Alassane Ouattara decided to 
form a government which eventually received the backing of the international community and led to 
the arrest of self-proclaimed President Laurent Gbagbo. Based on this example, the commentator 
said should the international community give support to such a government by granting it access to 
Mali's financial assets at the West African Central Bank for instance, it would mean tough times for 
the junta and possibly its downfall.3  
 
 

ECONOMY 

 
Prime Minister Describes Mali's Economic, Cultural Potentialities at Dubai Fair 
 
Prime Minister Choguel Maiga on 23 February chaired "Mali's Day" at the "Dubai 2020 Expo" in the 
United Arab Emirates. On the occasion, Prime Minister Maiga 
said that Mali intended to transform its immense assets including 
Niger River and mining and energy deposits, into opportunities to 
boost its development. According to Maiga, "Mali, third producer 
of gold in Africa, has important resources such as gold, iron, and 
bauxite. Besides, recent discoveries of lithium and hydrogen will 
widen the spectrum of mineral production in Mali."4 
 
 
 

SECURITY  

 
French Minister of Armies Says Mali Owes Recent Victories to France 
 
Addressing the French Parliament in an attempt to explain the withdrawal of troops from Mali, 

Florence Parly, the Minister of the Armies, said that it was a 
consensual decision "between France and its European and 
African allies." She also said that at the start of French 
military operations in 2013, Mali only had 7,000 soldiers 
carrying "obsolete equipment." Today, there are "40,000 
well-trained soldiers with brand new equipment," which 
explains the recent successes observed on the ground.5  
 

 

 
3 https://ci.opera.news/ci/fr/politics/bd10139ca26d7e951d6bcf75853b8fb7 

4 https://www.maliweb.net/politique/journee-du-mali-a-lexpo-2020-de-dubai-notre-pays-fait-etalage-de-ses-immenses-

potentialites-2966302.html 
5 http://news.abamako.com/h/266750.html 
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