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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Mali on 23 
February. This report focuses on Prime Minister Choguel Maiga accusing France of having 
intended to topple the junta, UN rights expert dismissing rumors of Wagner presence in Mali, a 
commentary urging transitional authorities to focus on unification, and another commentary 
seeing France's military withdrawal as a great opportunity for Russia. Security ward, the army 
announces the killing of 22 terrorists and the arrest of three chief jihadists. This report includes 
background information to add context where needed. 

 

POLITICS 

 
Prime Minister Says France 'Planned To Topple' Junta 
 
In an interview he granted to French media France 24 and RFI on 22 February in Bamako, Prime 

Minister Choguel Maiga said among other things that Mali "never 
demanded the departure of French forces." He added that on the 
contrary, it was "very clear" that Paris, through its "maneuvers," 
and its "speech" which termed the Malian junta in power 
"illegitimate," was "preparing a plan" to overthrow the authorities.1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UN Human Rights Expert Says Saw 'No Evidence ' of Wagner Presence in Mali 
 
The United Nations Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Mali, Alioune Tine, who 
wrapped a mission on the ground from 8-17 February, said that he had no reason to believe in the 
presence of the private Russian security group, Wagner, in Mali. He said that he has not seen any 
combatants of the group. Tine said: "I moved to Mopti and Timbuktu and I saw neither trace of 
Wagner nor trace of Russians." In view of his observations, he said that he would "stick to the thesis 
of the Malian State" which only mentions the presence of Russian military instructors in the country.2 
 
Background: Rumors on the presence of Wagner's mercenaries are one of the causes of the 
tension between Mali and France. A tension that culminated in France's announcement on 17 
February of the withdrawal from Mali of the Barkhane and Takuba forces.  
 

 
1 https://malijet.com/a_la_une_du_mali/267170-choguel-maiga-premier-ministre-malien-la-france-avait-un-plan-po.html 
2 https://maliactu.net/mali-aucune-trace-de-wagner-au-mali-expert-onu/ 
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Commentary Urges More Unifying Rhetoric at Helm of State 
 
A 23 February commentary culled from Le Pouce daily urged the Malian leadership to fine-tune the 
rhetoric at the helm of the state and make it more unifying and more conciliatory. It said that the 
transitional authorities do not no need to 
divide and categorize the Malians. They must 
elaborate actions that will be turned into 
opportunities to legally stay in power. In this 
regard, Colonel Assimi Goita must retake 
control and rally all Malians around union and 
solidarity without which the country will crash. 
The commentary also urged the transitional 
authorities to not be afraid of elections but 
rather to allow the people to decide quickly 
and freely on who will rule the country.3 
 
 
Commentary Says France's Withdrawal Great Opportunity for Russia 
 
A commentary on Maliactu.net said that the announced departure of French and European forces 
from Mali will open the way wide for Russia by strengthening and accelerating its military presence 
in the country. The commentary said that contrary to what the Ivoirian President purportedly said in 
an alleged phone call, the withdrawal of the French troops will not leave a military vacuum. 
However, the commentator says, the onus is on the Malian authorities to clarify the conditions in 
which other foreign troops should deploy on their soil. That is how they will be able to make an 
evaluation of the results on the ground.4  
 

SECURITY  

 
Army Kills 22 Terrorists, Arrests Several Including Three Leaders 
 
The army staff in a communique announced that in the framework of Operation Maliko, it has 

focused its efforts on the region of Timbuktu and killed 22 insurgents. 
Based on intelligence, the armed forces arrested eight terrorists, all 
actively wanted, including two base managers (Abdou and Mahamadou 
Barry) and one warlord named Boubacar Nouhoum Diallo, aka Matiel. 
Besides, evidence collected at the scene of the assassination of three 
police officers in Timbuktu on 21 February link the murders to two 
terrorists already identified as being active on the Timbuktu Ber road.5 

 

 
3 https://www.maliweb.net/societe/mali-il-faut-un-discours-plus-rassembleur-au-sommet-de-letat-2966182.html 
4 https://maliactu.net/lutte-contre-le-terrorisme-paris-fuit-bamako-sassume/ 
5 https://www.maliweb.net/communique/operations-maliko-keletigui-22-terroristes-neutralises-par-les-fama-et-plusieurs-

arretes-dont-2-chefs-de-base-et-1-chef-de-guerre-2966152.html 
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