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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Mali 
on 21 February. The report focuses on the National Transitional Council adopting a new 
charter for the transition, AU and ECOWAS envoys arriving in Mali, and thousands of 
Malians taking to the streets to celebrate France's departure. On the economic front, Mali 
is suing the ECOWAS over the 9 January sanctions, while Senegalese transporters are 
lamenting losses in billions of CFA due to the closure of the Malian border. On the 
security front, the army said that it killed 57 terrorists on 18 February in the northern 
locality of Tessit. The report includes background information to add context where 
needed. 

 

POLITICS 

Mali Enacts Bill on Revision of Transition Charter 21 February 

The National Transitional Council (CNT) on 21 February adopted a bill on the revision of the 
Transition Roadmap during a plenary session in Bamako. All 120 members voted on behalf 
of the revision. Among other decisions, the fresh Charter provides that the transition will last 
five years, the numbers of CNT members goes from 121 to 147, and an amnesty for the 
perpetrators of the last two coups.1  
 
Background: The CNT began proceedings to hone and adapt the Transition Charter on 4 
February. 
 
African Union and ECOWAS Ministers Expected in Bamako on 21 February 
 
In the framework of efforts to defuse tensions between Mali and regional and subregional 
institutions, President Macky Sall of Senegal who doubles as AU chairman dispatched 
emissaries to Bamako to look into ways to restart dialogue between Malian authorities and 
regional bodies to envisage the lifting of sanctions.2 

 
 

 

 
1 https://malijet.com/a_la_une_du_mali/267104-en-images-le-projet-de-revision-de-la-charte-de-la-transition-au.html 
2 http://news.abamako.com/h/266550.html 
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Thousands of Malians Celebrate French Military Withdrawal 

Following France's announcement of the withdrawal of its military forces from Mali, the Movement 
"Yerewolo Debout Sur Les Remparts" on 18 February 
called a popular rally in Bamako. Thousands of people 
came from all the municipalities of Bamako and its 
vicinities, holding brooms and Malian and Russian 
flags to express their joy and celebrate victory over 
"imperialism," chanting "down with France," "bye bye 
Barkhane," and "long live Russia."3 

Background: The Mouvement Yerewolo Debout sur 
les Remparts has regularly organized rallies to fight 
the presence of French troops in Mali. 

 

 

ECONOMY 

 
Government Seizes WAEMU Court of Justice Over ECOWAS Decisions 
 
In a correspondence on 21 February, the Malian Government urged the Court of Justice of 
the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) to turn down the decisions 
taken on 9 January in Accra by the conference of ECOWAS heads of states to inflict 
economic sanctions to Mali.4  
 
Senegalese Transporters in Financial Agony as Malian Border Remains Closed  
 
More than 1,300 trucks are locked up on the Mali-Senegal border in pursuance of the 
ECOWAS's  9 January decision to slap 
Mali with economic sanctions, including 
closure of borders. Several hundred 
thousand people are therefore left to 
their fate in precarious conditions. 
According to a Senegalese trade union 
activist, "Senegal is the first loser. And 
the loss is counted in billions of CFA."5  
 
 
Background: Mali has been under ECOWAS sanctions since 9 January for failing to 
organize elections within an agreed tie frame. 
 
 

 
3 https://www.maliweb.net/societe/annonce-du-depart-des-forces-barkhane-et-takuba-du-mali-un-meeting-populaire-

pour-celebrer-levenement-2965766.html 
4 https://malijet.com/communiques-de-presse/267105-le-gouvernement-de-la-r%C3%A9publique-du-mali-a-saisi-la-

cour-de-just.html 
5 https://malijet.com/actualite_economique_du_mali/267103-economie-frontiere-mali-senegal-les-transporteurs-

senegalais-ago.html 
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SECURITY  

Army Claims Killing of 57 Terrorists in North 

According to the Information department of the army, the armed forces on 18 February launched an 
offensive against a terrorist base in the northern locality of Tessit. Although eight soldiers lost their 
lives in the clash, 57 terrorists were killed and their base was totally destroyed. The army 
communique says the fighting involved a military plane.6 

 

 
6 http://news.abamako.com/h/266522.html 


