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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Mali. The 
report focuses on Mali demanding a quick departure of French troops from its territory and the 
military departure seen as a new dawn for Mali. On the security front, the Malian authorities 
described the French counterterrorism effort as a failure, the Army said it killed 208 terrorists, a 
UN expert noting an improvement on the security front, and a report saying that insurgents killed 
about 40 people in the north. This report includes background information to add context where 
needed. 

 

POLITICS 

Government Takes Stock of France's Military Retreat; Demands Quick Departure 
 
The Malian government in a 17 February communique said it has taken stock of France's "unilateral 

17 February decision" to withdraw the Barkhane and 
Takuba military forces, in "violation of agreements 
binding France and Mali and involving other 
partners." In the communique, the government 
highlighted the fact that despite several French 
military operations, the results never met 
expectations and Mali even went as far as on the 
verge of partition while the terrorist threat that was 
entrenched in the far north has now scattered all 
over the national territory.1  
 

Article Sees France's Military Departure as New Dawn for Mali 

In an article of Le Souverain published on the Maliactu.net website, the writer suggested that the 
withdrawal of the French and European military forces from Mali gave an opportunity to the country 
to start afresh. France is accused of "having created a terrorist assembly in Kidal (north)" by 
"banning the national army from going back to that town," thus creating "an enclave in Mali." 
According to the chairman of the New Popular Movement (NMP,) Gilbert Banda Kani, French forces 
are the accentuating factor of African terrorism that it uses to destabilize countries and maintain a 
"colonial empire." Banda Kani hoped that the fight against terrorism will be "more effective" because 
of the lifting of the "Western obstacles that helped spread terrorism while preventing the Malian 
Army from deploying freely and ensuring security."2 

 

 
1 https://www.maliweb.net/communique/mali-le-gouvernement-invite-les-autorites-francaises-a-retirer-sans-delai-les-

forces-barkhane-et-takuba-declaration-2965514.html 
2 https://maliactu.net/le-retrait-des-forces-etrangeres-du-mali-un-nouveau-depart-pour-larmee-malienne/ 
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SECURITY  

Mali Says French Military Failed To End Terrorism 

The Public Relations Information Directorate of the Malian Armed Forces (Dirpa) on 17 February 
reacted following the announcement of the withdrawal of Barkhane and Takuba forces by French 
President Emmanuel Macron. Regarding the 
achievement of the Operation Barkhane, Colonel 
Souleymane Dembele, director of the Dirpa, said 
that a retrospective of "the presence of these 
forces on the ground from January 2013 to 2022, 
terrorism has plagued practically all of Malian 
territory." He, therefore, added: "I leave you the 
latitude to evaluate Barkhane." He pinned the 
nail's head by saying that even after France 
broadened the base of its military presence 
through Operation "Takuba, with all the 
European forces here," what result did that 
give?" Dembele went on to say that "Mali is not 
alone and Mali will not remain alone. France can leave, European countries can leave. Let us give 
time to time and you will see what happens.3  
 
Army Says 208 Terrorists Killed Since 25 December 2021 
 
Colonel Souleymane Dembele, head of the Directorate of Information and Public Relations of the 
Armed Forces (Dirpa), said on February 17, during his monthly press conference that the Malian 
Armed Forces (FAMa,) had killed 208 terrorists since 25 December 2021 during several operations 
carried out in various regions of the country. Of these 208 terrorists eliminated, 142 were killed in 
the "Keletigui" operation carried out in the center of the country and 66 in the southern zone 
(Koulikoro, Sikasso, Kayes, etc). Many suspects were arrested and military equipment was seized. 
According to the head of the DIRPA, "these exploits" were made possible thanks to the acquisition 
of four factory helicopters, and armored and light vehicles).4 

Background: The Malian Army has faced a lot of criticism for being more active on the political front 
rather than the military front. 

UN Expert Notes Improvement in Security, Human Rights Situation 
 
Following a meeting with Prime Minister Choguel Kokalla Maiga on 17 February, the United Nations 
independent expert on the situation of human rights in Mali, Alioune Tine, noted the improvement in 
the security situation of the country, that of human rights, and of the displaced. Tine notably 
declared that it was the "first time since his visit in 2018, that he observed an improvement in the 
security situation there, recognized by both the military command, the territorial administration, the 
civil society, and the populations."5  
 
Insurgents Kill About 40 People in Northern Locality of Tessit 
 
Several gunmen, believed to be terrorists, killed around 40 civilians on 6 February in coordinated 
attacks against villages of the rural municipality of Tessit, in the Gao Region, the administrative 

 
3 http://bamada.net/le-mali-reagit-a-lannonce-de-retrait-de-barkhane-dirpa 
4 https://www.maliweb.net/insecurite/mali-208-terroristes-tues-depuis-le-25-decembre-dirpa-2965377.html 
5 https://www.maliweb.net/insecurite/mali-un-expert-de-lonu-constate-une-amelioration-de-la-securite-2965407.html 
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authorities announced on 17 February. Riding 
about 15 motorbikes and aboard eight trucks, the 
combatants of the Support Group for Islam and 
Muslims (GSIM) of Iyad Ag Agaly and Amadou 
Kouffa, burst into the localities of Tadjalate, 
Tazime, Keygouroutane, Marsi, Bakane, 
Abagazoz, and sowed terror among the 
population. A survivor said it would be "difficult to 
count all the dead. The bodies are scattered in 
different places." He declared, however, that he 
had counted more than 45 bodies, not forgetting 
the missing.6 

 

 
  
 
 

 
6 http://news.abamako.com/h/266426.html 


