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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Mali on 17 
February. This report focuses on France's decision to end its military operations in Mali, political 
party calling other parties to soften rhetoric, Ivoirian president reacting to the situation in Mali, an 
article questioning the future of Malians employed by the departing French forces, and Foreign 
Affairs minister granting audiences to ECOWAS envoys. On the security front, the army urges 
civilians to stay away from Jihadists and an article sees withdrawal of French troops fragilizing the 
UN Missions. This report includes background information to add context where needed. 

 

POLITICS 

France, Military Allies Announce Withdrawal From Mali 

Privately owned news portal Maliweb reported that on 17 February, France and its European allies 
within the Operation Takuba, as well as Canada, formalized 
their withdrawal from Mali while maintaining their "willingness 
to remain engaged in the region" of the Sahel. The reasons 
given are, among others, that "the political, operational and 
legal conditions are no longer met," in addition to the "multiple 
obstructions of the Malian transitional authorities."1  
 
Background: France has had a military presence in Mali 
since 2013, but relations between it and the ruling junta have 
deteriorated following two coups led by the Malian army, in 
2020 and 2021. 

Adema-PASJ Calls On Exchange Framework To Quit 'Radical Posture' 

The African Party for Solidarity and Justice (ADEMA/PASJ) and the Framework for Exchange of 
Political Parties and Groups for a Successful Transition met on 14 February. In the context of the 
multiple crisis that Mali is going through, the leaders of the two political organizations spoke of the 
need to work towards a successful transition in Mali. On this occasion, ADEMA urged "the members 
of the Framework to abandon any radical posture and to place its actions within the framework of 
dialogue and consultation, a guarantee of social appeasement and the stability of the country."2 

Background: A few days ago, the Exchange Framework announced that it would no longer 
recognize the transitional authorities after 25 March. 
 

 
1 https://www.maliweb.net/insecurite/la-france-et-ses-allies-annoncent-leur-retrait-du-mali-2965279.html 
2 https://malijet.com/actualite-politique-au-mali/266962-r%C3%A9ussite-de-la-transition-au-mali-l%E2%80%99adema-

pasj-invite-le-cadre-d.html 
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Ivoirian President Reacts to Mali Sanctions, Phone Conversation Gone Viral  
 
In an interview with French media, Ivoirian President Alassane Ouattara said that the sanctions 
taken against Mali "were not meant to punish the Malian people, a brotherly people." On the issue of 
a taped phone conversation between him and 
former Malian Prime Minister Boubou Cisse, 
Ouattara said he has not listened to the recording 
and cannot authenticate it, but he added that he 
discusses with everyone in Mali, including Boubou 
Cisse and Junta leader Assimi Goita.3 
 
 
 

Article Questions Future of Malians Employed by French Operation Barkhane 
 
An article on Maliactu, based on the Afghanistan scenario, expressed worries for the future of 
Malians who have served the French military operations since 2013. The article said when France 
left Afghanistan, it had no plan B for the Afghanistan nationals that it employed. The same will 
happen to their Malian counterparts. Even worse, after the withdrawal of French troops, the Malian 
intelligence services will surely conduct check-ups of those future ex-employees of the French 
operations "to avoid a possible treason of their country."4  
 
Background: France on 17 February announced the withdrawal from Mali of its anti-terrorist 
operations. Several civilians are employed by the operations in various departments. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Hosts ECOWAS Envoys, Discusses Transition 
 
Foreign Affairs Minister Abdoulaye Diop on 16 February granted separate audiences to General 

Behanzin, president of the ECOWAS's Peace and 
Security Committee, and Mario Gomez Fernandez, 
special representative of the ECOWAS in Mali. 
Discussions focused on ways to strengthen security in 
Mali and to find a common ground for a better end of 
the transition process that takes into account Malians' 
aspirations and the demands of the international 
community.5 6 
 

SECURITY  

 
Withdrawal of European Forces Puts Pressure on UN Forces 
 
A Malijet article said that a military withdrawal of France from Mali will fragilize the United Nations 
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) that has been dispatched in 
the country since 2013. Indeed, Belgium, Germany, the United Kingdom, and Sweden will probably 
walk in the steps of France and remove their troops from the MINUSMA and the Takuba Operation. 

 
3 https://www.maliweb.net/politique/alassane-dramane-ouattara-sur-lembargo-nous-navons-jamais-chercher-a-punir-le-

peuple-malien-2965265.html 
4 https://maliactu.net/depart-de-barkhane-du-mali-quel-avenir-pour-les-maliens-qui-ont-travaille-avec-larmee-francaise/ 
5 https://www.facebook.com/malinouveau/posts/1806541109536735 
6 https://malijet.com/actualite-politique-au-mali/266961-retrait-fran%C3%A7ais-du-mali-l%E2%80%99avenir-des-

casques-bleus-en-suspens.html 
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This will weaken the UN mission, according to the article. The French forces provide the MINUSMA 
with air support with fighter planes and attack helicopters, and support in the medical field, with in 
particular a well-equipped hospital in the northern town of Gao.7  
 
Background: The MINUSMA, created in 2013 to support the Malian political process, is one of the 
most important UN peacekeeping missions in the world with nearly 15,000 soldiers and police, and 
the deadliest for its peacekeepers (154 dead in hostile acts). 
 
Army Urges Civilians To Stay Away From Insurgents 
 
In a 16 February statement, the Defense staff gave an account of military operations going in the 
center and the north of the country, but mostly insisted that civilians should make sure they do not 
stay around terrorists in order not to become "collateral damages."8 

 
Malijet, file 

 
7 https://malijet.com/actualite-politique-au-mali/266961-retrait-fran%C3%A7ais-du-mali-l%E2%80%99avenir-des-casques-

bleus-en-suspens.html 
8 https://malijet.com/communiques-de-presse/266948-communiqu%C3%A9-n%C2%B0010-l-etat-major-

g%C3%A9n%C3%A9ral-des-arm%C3%A9es-invite-les-popu.html 


