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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Mali on 10-11 
February. This report focuses on the president of the transition donating food parcels to Menaka 
residents, the Government creating a consultation framework, and some opposition parties calling 
for a new transition calendar. Security ward, the army killed an important terrorist specialized in 
the making of improvised explosive devices, the Ministry of Defense began discussion with 
newsmen for better collaboration, and a national of Benin was spotted among terrorists who 
allegedly surrendered to the armed forces. This report includes background information to add 
context where needed. 

 

POLITICS  

Transition Leader Assimi Goita Treats 100 Families With Food Items in Menaka 

As part of social actions supported by the presidential funds, Colonel Goita on 9 February sent a 
delegation to Menaka. The delegation led by 
Colonel Assa Badiallo Toure, special adviser to 
Goita, assisted several vulnerable families in the 
Menaka region with 400 food parcels composed 
of 50 kilograms of rice, 50 kilograms of sorghum, 
25 kilograms of sugar, and 20 liters of cooking 
oil. According to the head of the delegation, it 
was "a promise of the president of the transition 
to support a hundred families in every Malian 
circle with food parcels."1 
 
Background: Due to all out insecurity, 
commercial transactions have been halted or 
reduced in parts of the country, causing millions 
of Malians to lack basic goods, especially food. 

Government Creates 'Consultation Mechanism' With ECOWAS 

In a press release published on 9 February, the Malian authorities announced the creation of a 
consultation mechanism with the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The 
framework aims to facilitate talks between Mali, the sub-regional organization, and the African Union 
with a view to adopting "a consensual timetable" for the continuation of the Malian transition.2  
 

 
1 https://www.facebook.com/Presidence.Mali/posts/5292862844066498 
2 https://www.maliweb.net/politique/le-mali-cree-un-mecanisme-pour-la-concertation-avec-la-cedeao-et-lua-

2964299.html 
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Background: The move occurs just a month after the ECOWAS took heavy sanctions against Mali, 
for failing to respect the electoral calendar. 

Some Opposition Parties Will Not Recognize Transitional Authorities After 25 March  
 
Part of the Malian opposition gathered under the Framework of Exchange of Political Parties and 
Groups for a Successful Transition announced on 9 February that they reject the ongoing session of 
the National Transitional Council (CNT) which aims to revise the transition charter and schedule. 
The group added that they would not recognize the transitional authorities beyond 25 March. 
According to Zoumana N'tie Doumbia, president of the opposition platform, "the Framework 
proposed a new transition that should last nine months."3 

Background: On 4 February, the government convened the CNT for the revision of the Transition 
Charter, the adoption of the duration of the transition in accordance with the recommendations of 
the national meetings, the suppression of the post of vice-president, the reduction of the number of 
members of government and the increase in the number of CNT members. 

 

SECURITY  

 
Army Kills Chief Jihadist Specialized in Making of Improvised Explosive Device 
 
The Malian Army announced that among the terrorists who were neutralized in various operations 
last week in the Mopti region, was 
terrorist leader Sagad Ag Aballa, aka 
Sidy Ag Agathe. Unknown to the 
general public, the individual is 
presented as the specialist in the 
manufacturing and planting of 
makeshift bombs.4  
 
Background: The death of Sagad Ag 
Aballa is said to be serious blow to 
Amadou Kouffa, the leader of the 
Macina Liberation Front terrorist group. 
Aballa is responsible for several attacks which targeted the Malian armed forces and the civilian 
populations.  
 
Benin National Among Terrorists Who Surrendered 
 
A report said that faced with the firepower of the Malian Armed Forces (FAMA), many terrorists 
have no other choice than surrendering. The other thing that came out was that those terrorists 
originate from several countries in the subregion. For example, Idriss Diaw, 20, is from Benin. He 
said he was recruited in Benin along with several other compatriots to join terrorist groups in Mali, 
Burkina Faso, and Niger. Investigations show that all the nationalities of the sub-region are 
represented in the terrorist groups active in Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger. While testifying, some 

 
3 https://www.maliweb.net/politique/mali-lopposition-ne-reconnaitra-plus-les-autorites-actuelles-a-partir-du-25-mars-

prochain-2964314.html 
4 https://maliactu.net/neutralisation-de-saguad-ag-abala-alias-sidy-ag-agathe-par-les-fama-amadou-kouffa-perd-son-
specialiste-des-engins-explosifs-operant-dans-le-cercle-de-
koro/?fbclid=IwAR0bLN9rW9c5CCttWADlvKyC_EYnNdcK7t84lRjQUmePElOQNW3GYtsyUhM#.YgX1axRxX38.facebook 
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made it clear that they have been trained to return home and start "jihad."5  
 
Background: Countries in the West African region have been facing jihadist attacks for more than 
five years, especially Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger. Rampant poverty also helped youths to 
become targets of Jihadi recruiters. 
 
Ministry of Defense Hold Talks With Newsmen 
 
The Ministry of Defense and Veterans, through the Directorate of Information and Public Relations 
of the Armed Forces (DIRPA), on 10 February opened two days of discussions with managers of 
local media outlets at the Alioune Blondin Beye Peacekeeping School in Bamako in the presence of 
several military leaders and under the chairmanship of Colonel-Major Madani Dembele, acting 
secretary general of the Ministry of Defense and Veterans Affairs, representing his minister. These 
days of exchanges will help discuss the issues and problems related to communication in times of 
crisis in a bid to strengthen collaboration between the Army and the media, and prompt media 
owners to understand that careful management of military and security information is key to 
preserving social and national cohesion.6 
 
Background: It has been observed that fake news get on the rise in times of crisis, especially due 
to scarcity of communication from government or military officials. 
  
 

TRENDING ON SOCIAL MEDIA  

 

 
Tweet translation : Montée en puissance des 
FAMA: Les Maliens fiers de leur armée 
Bamako Mali 

 
Tweet translation : Serious! Boubou Cisse's 
voice is filled with contempt towards the 
authorities, when he calls the authorities naive, 
repeat very very naive. According to both men, 
#Russia is the 11th economic power in the 
world that they will not be able to help #Mali 
except with some old materials. 

 
5 https://malijet.com/la_societe_malienne_aujourdhui/actualite_de_la_nation_malienne/266763-lutte-contre-le-

terrorisme-au-mali-un-jeune-beninois-de-20-ans-p.html 
6 https://www.facebook.com/malinouveau/posts/1801955629995283 
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Tweet translation: For more than 2 weeks, the 
rate of contamination with #COVID-19 has 
been decreasing in #Mali. This is what the daily 
reports provided by the health authorities 
indicate. 

 
Tweet translation: Neutralization of Saguad 
Ag Aballa Alias Sidy ag Agathe by the FAMA, 
Amadou Kouffa loses his explosive device 
specialist operating in the Koro circle  

 


