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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Mali on 2-3 

February. This report focuses on reactions of political parties to the Mali-France diplomatic 

tensions, an editorial saying that times are poorly changing for France in Africa, and the reaction 

of Malian Minister of Economy to the regional body's economic sanctions. On the security front, 

armed groups and the junta signed a deal in Rome. The European ambassador alerted that 

armed groups are approaching the capital, the prime minister promised to free 80 percent of the 

country. Finally the report offers an explanation on why Mali asked Danish troops to leave. 

 

POLITICS  

 
European Union Ambassador Urges Focus on Gunmen Getting Close to Capital 
 
A few hours after the escalation of diplomatic tensions between France and Mali, the authorities of 
the transition are multiplying initiatives to try to limit the damage. In this sense, Bart Ouvry, the 
Ambassador of the European Union, was with Prime Minister Choguel Kokalla Maiga on January 2 
to clarify the situation. At the end of the meeting, the European diplomat told newsmen that "the real 
problem in Mali today is that there are armed groups that are approaching the capital."1 
 
Political Parties React to Expulsion of French Ambassador 
 
Following the strong declarations of the French Foreign Affairs Minister and the subsequent 

decision of the Malian authorities to expel the 
French Ambassador, the Alliance for 
Democracy in Mali-African Party for Solidarity 
and Justice and the Alternative Forces for 
Renewal and Emergence invited the French 
authorities to show more restraint and balance 
in diplomatic relations between sovereign 
states, while urging the authorities of the 
transition to favor only dialogue both with 
national socio-political actors and with all 
partners bilateral and multilateral relations of 
Mali to avoid any diplomatic isolation. The two 
political parties urged the entire international 
community to support and accompany the 

transition in Mali for a rapid exit from the current crisis as well as the return to normal constitutional 

 
1 https://malijet.com/actualite-politique-au-mali/266509-l%E2%80%99ambassadeur-bart-ouvry-chez-le-pm-choguel-

pour-clarifier-la-si.html 
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Minister of Economy Says ECOWAS Economic Sanctions Illegal 
 
Reacting to the ECOWAS's 9 January economic sanctions, the government of Mali, through a 
statement made public on 1 February by its Minister of Economy and Finance, Alousseni Sanou, 
deplored the practices "contrary to the rules of operation of the monetary and financial market and 
its detrimental consequences on investors." The communique said that the measures "constitute a 
serious violation of the statutes of the BCEAO which stipulates that the Central Bank, its organs, 
members of its organs or its personnel may not solicit or receive directives or instructions from 
community institutions or bodies, and governments of WAEMU member states." (Le Republicain, 
reprinted by Maliweb.net)3 
 
Editorial Urges France To Admit 'Time Has Changed' 
 
In a 2 February editorial published on Maliweb.net, Bruno Djito Segbedji, director of publication of 
Mali Horizon, reacts to the recent tensions between Mali and France which led to the Malian 
authorities' decision to expulse the French Ambassador. According to Segbedji, what matters now 
to wonder if the legitimate demand for respect expressed by the Malian authorities (and many 
others on the continent) is well received in Paris. The editorialist insisted that it's about time that 
France realizes that the era of "exploitation, domination, and cumbersome paternalism" is over and 
more and more nations including "Malians, Guineans, Burkinabes, Nigeriens, Beninese, Togolese, 
Senegalese, Ivorians, Gabonese, Congolese, Chadians" are determined to overcome France which 
they see as an obstacle on their way to self-determination. "Time has changed and Paris must take 
that into account," says Segbedji.4 

 

SECURITY 

 

Northern Armed Groups Sign Deal With Junta To Defuse Tensions 
 
Armed groups from northern Mali, on 2 February in Rome signed an agreement with the junta to 
dissipate tensions. These armed groups are key players in the Malian crisis and the junta has every 

interest in being in good terms with them. These groups 
include Tuareg and Arab nationalist groups who entered 
into rebellion against the central government after the start 
of the independence and jihadist insurgencies in 2012. 
They have gathered in the Coordination of Azawad 
Movements.5 
 
 

 
2 https://www.maliweb.net/politique/expulsion-de-lambassadeur-de-france-au-mali-joel-meyer-les-partis-politiques-

reagissent-2963234.html 
3 https://www.maliweb.net/economie/gel-des-avoirs-du-mali-par-la-bceao-le-ministre-de-leconomie-denonce-et-deplore-

ces-pratiques-contraires-aux-regles-de-fonctionnement-du-marche-monetaire-et-financier-regional-2963237.html 
4 https://www.maliweb.net/editorial/edito-la-france-franchie-2963057.html 
 
5 https://mali-web.org/crise-malienne/au-mali-les-groupes-armes-du-nord-et-la-junte-signent-un-accord-pour-dissiper-

les-tensions 
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Prime Minister Promises Security Over 80 Percent of Territory 'Within Months' 
 
Prime Minister Choguel Maiga who was a special guest at the Panafrican Cotton Festival in Kita 
(south) told the people gathered there that the 
government is striving to liberate 80 percent of 
the national territory within months.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mali Expels Danish Special Forces for Absence of 'Consent' by Local Authorities 
 
A 2 February commentary in Nouveau Reveil reprinted on Maliweb.net explained that Malian 
transitional authorities asked the 90-member strong Danish special forces contingent freshly 
deployed in eastern Mali because there was no prior "bilateral agreement" whereby Denmark would 
deploy troops in Mali and that the Danish troops arrived through a direct agreement with France as 
part of Operation Takuba. Malian authorities asserted that they are the only entity with the authority 
"to invite foreign troops. Not France." Bamako said it will no longer accept any deployment of foreign 
troops by proxy, because "they don't know what those soldiers are coming to Mali for."7 
 

 
6 http://maliweb.org/2022/02/02/choguel-lors-de-la-rencontre-avec-les-forces-vives-de-kita-dans-quelques-mois-nous-

voulons-securiser-80-du-territoire/ 
7 https://www.maliweb.net/economie/cooperation/lutte-contre-le-terrorisme-au-sahel-pourquoi-le-mali-a-t-il-somme-les-

soldats-danois-de-plier-bagage-2963069.html 

Maliweb.org 


