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The following report highlights reasons for flushing French Ambassador to Bamako out, EU's plan 

to blacklist junta leaders, the Army claiming victory over terrorists, and a commentary praising 

Mali-Russia military cooperation. The report includes background information to add context to 

the news items. 

 

POLITICS  

 
Foreign Minister Tells Reasons for Flushing French Ambassador Out 
 
In an interview with a local newspaper, Foreign Affairs Minister Abdoulaye Diop explained that the 
measure to demand the departure of the French Ambassador to Mali is a response to France's 
posture towards the Malian authorities. Diop said that while France claims to align with the 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), it goes steps further by launching "direct 
attacks against the legality and legitimacy of the authorities of the transition." Therefore, it appeared 
important for the French envoy to stop working with authorities that his country does not recognize. 
Once the position towards the transitional authorities is clarified, the ambassador may or may not 
return to post. On the other hand, the Malian top diplomat added that "the situation does not affect 
French nationals living in Mali or their businesses."  
 
Background: On 31 January, the Malian authorities published a statement giving a 72-hour 
deadline to French Ambassador Joel Meyer to leave the country following "hostile and heinous 
statements" by French ministers, namely Foreign Affairs Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian.  
 
ECOWAS To Hold Extraordinary Summit on Burkina, Guinea, Mali on 3 February 
 
The ECOWAS on 3 February will hold, in Accra, Ghana, an extraordinary summit on the situation in 
Mali, Guinea, and Burkina Faso. The three countries are currently under ECOWAS sanctions 
following military coups. Observers are wondering if the forthcoming summit aims to lift the 
sanctions or to harden the positions. 
 
Background: On 9 January, the ECOWAS took a string of heavy sanctions against Mali for not 
clearly expressing the political will to organize elections February 2022 after the coups perpetrated 
on 18 August and 2020 and 24 May 2021. 
 
European Union Prepares To Blacklist Five Junta Members 
 
European Union member countries agreed to blacklist five members of Mali's junta after the ruling 
military in Bamako refused to honor an agreement to hold elections in February, diplomats revealed. 
The measure comprises a travel ban and the freezing of assets of the officials targeted. The 
diplomats, however, said that the sanctions should not have a big impact on Malian leaders, since 
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the Foreign and Defense Ministers will be spared to maintain open channels of communication. The 
move will just allow the EU to keep its word to ECOWAS to back its sanctions.  
 
 
Scholars Brainstorm on Ways Toward Resilience Amid ECOWAS Sanctions 

 
Malian scholars (picture) from the main 
universities of the country gathered from 31 
January to 1 February to look into the heavy 
economic, financial, administrative sanctions, and 
freezing of assets that the Economic Community 
of West African States and the West African 
Economic and Monetary Union imposed on Mali 
on 9 January in Accra, Ghana. The professors 
and researchers of the aforementioned 
universities aim to provide their support and 
contribution in this difficult period for the nation. 
The main topic of the brainstorming is "Mali Put to 
the Test by ECOWAS and UEMOA sanctions: 

Contribution of Universities for Avenues of Resilience." 

 

SECURITY 

 
Armed Forces 'Neutralize' 43 Terrorists, Recover Military Equipment 
 
The Malian armed forces announced on 31 January that they "neutralized" 43 terrorists on 25 
January, as part of the "Keletigui" (Warrior in Bambara) operation carried out in the regions of Nara, 
Sikasso, Bougouni, Koutiala, Segou, and Mopti. According to Colonel Souleymane Dembele, 
Director of Information and Public Relations of the Armed Forces (Dirpa), quoted in the press 
release, after heavy fighting in the regions of Mopti and Segou (center) the armed forces neutralized 
43 terrorists, destroyed four terrorist bases and six logistics plots, and recovered 31 motorcycles, six 
vehicles, and one truck. In terms of military equipment, the army recovered "18 AK-47 machine 
guns, two 12.7 mm machine guns, two 14.5 mm machine guns, six PKM machine guns, three anti-
tank rocket launchers (LRAC), one homemade gun, several magazines of ammunition of various 
calibers, two generators, one welding machine, 1,000 liters of fuel, etc." Colonel Dembele explained 
that the success of the operation comes from the "precision of the intelligence services."  
 
Background: This fragmented operation called "Keletigui" began in December 2021 and is part of a 
larger operation called "Maliko." 
 
Commentary Extols Russian Cooperation for Army's Fresh Victories Over Jihadists 
 
A commentary published in the aftermaths of the Army's announcement that it "neutralized 43 
terrorists" opined that since the signing in 2020-2021 of Cooperation and Defense Agreements 
between Mali and Russia, the country has experienced two substantial advances. It said that the 
Malian Army now has real-time information on all the movements of troops on the ground with 
images that have an up to the millimeter accuracy, thanks to Russian military satellites, which led to 
an "unprecedented series of military victories over all terrorist groups on the ground, including the 
elimination of many of their historical leaders." The other advance is that the Malian Army has 
retaken total control of its airspace. The commentary, therefore, concluded that "it is the 
reconstruction of the Air Force and the mobilization of Russian high technology satellites" that have 
radically changed the situation on the ground on behalf of the Malian armed forces. 
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Any French, European Military Movement To Be Approved by Junta Leader 
 
The transition government, via its Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, 
announced on 31 January that any deployment of anti-terrorist forces as part of Operation "Takuba" 
should henceforth require a "written invitation from the President of the Republic in addition to an 
authorization from the government." Specifically, "any deployment of military and civilian personnel 
belonging to, or accompanying, the military units or entities of France and of the operational 
partners, must follow the provision of an explicit written invitation of the President of the Republic 
and the approval of the government." 
 
 


