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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Burkina Faso 

on 22 February. The report focused on deposed President Kabore's detention conditions, his 

party discussing ways for his release, a gold mine blast killing 60 people, and social media trends. 

The report includes background information to add context where needed. 

 

POLITICS  

Deposed President Faces Growing Restrictions 

Media reports said that deposed President Roch Marc Christian Kabore is facing growing 

restrictions. The junta reportedly toughen his detention conditions. It 

displaced him on 17 February "without any explanation" and limited his 

family's and close allies' access to him.1 

 

Background: Following the 24 January military takeover that deposed 

Kabore, the junta has placed him under house arrest. On 25 January, the 

new authorities placed him at a ministerial villa where his relatives could 

pay him visit. Several regional heads of state have called for his release. 

Kabore's Party Members Working for 'Immediate,' 'unconditional' Release  

Media reported that members of the People's Movement for Progress (MPP) party met on 21 

February and discussed ways to work for the "immediate" and "unconditional" release of President 

Kabore. Reports added that the provincial secretary generals of the party will meet on 26 February 

to receive instructions on the new directions of the party.2 

 

 

 

 
1 http://news.aouaga.com/h/139488.html 

 
2 http://news.aouaga.com/h/139489.html 

aOuaga.com 
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SECURITY 

 
Gold Mine Blast Kills 60 People 
 
Several local media outlets reported that about 60 people died after an explosion at an informal gold 
mine site in Gbomblora, in village located in south west of Burkina Faso on 21 February. Reports 
said that the explosion happened when dynamite stored at the site caught fire.3 
 
Background: Experts said that gold has become Burkina Faso's leading export. Informal 
exploitation produces in general 10 metric tons of gold per year in the country, but it also 
encourages non-compliance with the safety measures inherent in mining, which sometimes leads to 
tragedy. 
 

TRENDING ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

 
 

 
3 https://burkina24.com/2022/02/21/gaoua-une-soixantaine-de-morts-dans-une-explosion-sur-le-site-dorpaillage-de-

gbomblora-aib/ 
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Tweet translation: #Burkina Faso: The junta 
has decided to "toughen" the conditions of 
detention of former president Rock Kaboré. 
Nearly a month after his fall, former Burkinabe 
president Rock Marc Christian Kaboré has 
suddenly been moved. 

 
Tweet translation: #Burkina | #Terrorism: At 
least 21 terrorists were killed and 9 others 
arrested, yesterday Monday, in the area of 
#Koumbani, #Loroum. "They were caught in a 
trap," according to @AlerteTemoin.  

 
Tweet translation: #Burkina Faso | 
#Terrorism: 1 soldier and 1 #VDP [volunteer] 
were killed and 4 others injured, when a mixed 
patrol from #Solhan hit an artisanal mine in 
#Gongorgouol. 

 
 


