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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Burkina Faso 

on 21 February. The report focused on a communique in which the transition authorities gave an 

assessment of the 23-24 January events that led to the military coup, a meeting between the 

junta and managers of media outlets, a civil society group expressing support for the junta, the 

security situation in the east, and social media trends. The report includes background 

information to add context where needed. 

 

POLITICS  

Ruling Junta Says 2 Die, 12 Wounded During Military Takeover 

The ruling Patriotic Movement for Safeguard and Restauration (MPSR) issued a communique 

saying that two people died and 12 others were wounded during the 23-24 January events that led 

to the coup. According to the communique, junta ruler Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba instructed the 

government to provide support to the victims and their families, and to open an investigation to take 

stock of the collateral damage.1 

Background: On 23-24 January, Lieutenant-Colonel Damiba led mutinous soldiers that toppled 

President Roch Marc Christian Kabore. On 16 February, Damiba took an oath before the Burkinabe 

Constitutional Council to become the country's president. 

Transition Leader Urges Media To Support Government Action 

During a 19 February meeting between Damiba and managers of local media outlets, the junta 

leader urged the newsmen to support 

the government actions for the 

"safeguard and refoundation of Burkina 

Faso." The head of the transition said 

that the MPSR is committed to 

guaranteeing press freedom and urged 

newsmen to a "sincere and true 

support for this decisive period."2 

 

 
1 http://news.aouaga.com/h/139474.html 
2 https://minute.bf/burkina-le-president-du-faso-invite-les-medias-a-un-accompagnement-sincere-et-vrai/ 

Minute.bf 



Burkina Faso: Reporting on Major News Developments 
 

 

 

 Africa Information & Monitoring Services 

2 

Background: The meeting was part of the consultations that Colonel Damiba launched with various 

Burkinabe associations. 

Civil Society Groups Organize Rally To Support Transition Authorities 

The "Initiative Citoyenne," a civil society group that includes several associations, on 19 February 

organized a rally to "support" and "encourage" the 

MPSR. According to the group, the advent of the 

MPSR is not a military coup, but a "liberation of the 

people." It also urged the junta to lead the transition 

according to the will of the people.3 

 

 

 

 

SECURITY 

 
Gunmen Take Away 4 Vehicles, Including Ambulance in East 
 
Media reported that unidentified gunmen took away four vehicles, including an ambulance in the 
eastern province of Gnagna on 19 February. The gunmen briefly kidnapped the driver of the 
ambulance. They also carried away three vehicles of the company in charge of building the Fada-
Bogande road.4 
 
 

TRENDING ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

 

 
Tweet translation: #Burkina Faso: Damiba, 
this coup plotter with good reputation - He is 

 

 
Tweet translation: Almost a month after the 
assassination attempt that targeted him, and 
the coup perpetrated by Damiba, President 
Kabore is still being held by the junta. He was 
moved from one place to another under harsh 
conditions. Political prisoner? Or hostage of the 
junta? 

 
3 http://news.aouaga.com/h/139475.html 
4 http://news.aouaga.com/h/139479.html 

aOuaga.com 
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currently benefiting from the goodwill of the 
international community. But for how long?  

 

 
Tweet translation: Those in #BurkinaFaso 
who are calling for broader collaboration with 
other partners, I say yes. We must eradicate 
the terrorist threat. But I have strong 
reservations about working with mercenaries. I 
am far from being naive. #ECOWAS #Wagner 
#Mali 

 

 
Tweet translation: #BurkinaFaso #Security 
Banfora-Bobo axis: Three passengers lost their 
lives in the attack on a bus. 
3 passengers were killed this Saturday 19 
February 2022 in the morning between 
#Banfora and #BoboDioulasso, in the attack on 
a transport coach. 
 

 
Tweet translation: Support for the MPSR: The 
young patriots of Pouytenga say they are ready 
to go to the front 

 
 


