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The following report highlights major news developments in politics and security in Burkina Faso 

on 16 February. The report focused on the inauguration of junta leader Paul-Henri Sandaogo 

Damiba as Burkina Faso's transition president, calls by political parties for a transition period of 

no more than 24 months, a call by former minister of reconciliation for more EU's involvement in 

counterterrorism in the Sahel region, and social media trends. The report includes background 

information to add context where needed. 

 

POLITICS  

Burkina Faso's Coup Leader Swears-In as President 

 

Several Burkinabe media outlets reported that junta leader Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba was 

sworn in on 16 February as Burkina Faso transitional president. During a ceremony before the 

Constitutional Council, Damiba said: "I swear before the 

people of Burkina Faso to preserve, respect and ensure 

respect for the constitution, the fundamental act and the 

laws, to do everything possible to ensure justice for all 

inhabitants of Burkina Faso." 

 

 

 

Background: Lt-Colonel Damiba led mutinous soldiers who toppled President Roch Marc Christian 

Kabore on 24 January. 

Political Parties Recommend Transition Period of No More Than 24 Months 

 

Five political parties -- APR TILGRE, Mouvement SENS, PAREN, PUR, and PDS -- issued a joint 

statement in which they recommend a transition period of no more than 24 months.1  

 

 
1 news.aouaga.com/h/139410.html 
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SECURITY 

 
Former Reconciliation Minister Calls For More EU's Support To Contain Terrorism 
 
Zephirin Diabre, the former Minister of National Reconciliation and chairman of the Union for 

Progress and Change party (UPC), advocated for more 
involvement of the European Union (EU) in counterterrorism in the 
Sahel region. Diabre said that the Takuba Task Force that was 
created on 27 March 2020 with 900 soldiers should be extended to 
more countries and be more operational.2 
 
Background: Diabre made the call prior to the 17 February EU-AU 
summit that will hold in Brussels. He urged the organizers of the 

summit to seize the opportunity to boost partnership for prosperity and security. 
 
 

TRENDING ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

 
Tweet translation: A coup leader who takes an 
oath before the constitutional council. 
So, the constitution of #Faso recognizes coups. 
Why condemning Diendere then? 
Brothers of #Faso, prepare yourselves for other 
coups. 
Pathetic! 

 
Tweet translation: This 16 February 2022, 
#Burkina is experiencing a historic turning 
point. The head of the junta will become 
"President of Faso." We are therefore 
witnessing a democratic dressing of the coup. 
When will the #AfricanPolitics which is rowing 
like an old computer end?  
#Sahel 

 
2 http://news.aouaga.com/h/139416.html 



Burkina Faso: Reporting on Major News Developments 
 

 

 

 Africa Information & Monitoring Services 

3 

 
Tweet translation: Terrorist groups burnt down 
a school in the east of the country 
 

 

 
Tweet translation: Coup in #Burkina: Did the 
#MPSR boycott @rochkaborepf's mandate to 
come to power? 

 
Tweet translation: According to local sources, 
gunmen set fire to the Kiparga elementary 
school on 15 February and the Bougui 
elementary school on 16 February in the 
eastern region. 

 

 
Tweet translation: Colonel Damiba 



Burkina Faso: Reporting on Major News Developments 
 

 

 

 Africa Information & Monitoring Services 

4 

inaugurated as president of the #transition by 
the constitutional council. The duration of the 
transition will be indicated by the transition 
charter. 

 
 


