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The following report highlights speculations over the House Speaker's whereabouts, COVID-19 

update, alleged jihadist arrested in northern town, and calls by opposition leader to increase 

defense budget. The report includes background information to add context to the news items. 

 

POLITICS  

 
Bictogo Acts as Interim Speaker; Speaker Away Probably Over Health Issues 
 
A press release from the National Assembly said that Vice-Speaker Adama Bictogo is temporarily 
ensuring the leadership of the institution in replacement of Speaker Amadou Soumahoro. The 
release said that Soumahoro has been away since 21 January for an unspecified destination and 
for an unspecified period as well. 

 
Adama Bictogo (7info.ci, file) 

Background: For the past few months, Speaker Amadou Soumahoro has been absent from the 
country in order to receive medical treatment. His destinations and the purpose of his travels, 
however, have always been kept secret. 
 
Catholic Bishops Pay Visit to Former President Laurent Gbagbo 
 
Media reports said that on 29 January, former President Laurent Gbagbo, who is currently in his 
home village of Mama (Gagnoa, Center-west,) received a delegation of Catholic Bishops. The 
delegation led by His Grace Ignace Bessi, Metropolitan Archbishop of Korhogo and President of the 
Episcopal Conference of Cote d'Ivoire, expressed best wishes to Laurent Gbagbo. 
 
Backgroung: Shortly after he returned from prison in The Hague on 17 June, Laurent Gbagbo 
immediately reconnected with Catholicism on 20 June in what was his first major public 
demonstration. Observers saw Gbagbo's decision to break away from the Pentecostal movement 
and renew ties with Catholicism as mostly a political move rather than a religious one. 
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Muslim Paramount Chief Urges Youth To Avoid Clandestine Immigration  
 
Media reported that Shaykh Ousmane Diakite, paramount chief of the Muslim community, on 30 
January urged the youth to avoid illegal immigration. He made the call during the celebration of the 
14th Abidjan Giga-Maoulid. Imam Diakite said: "Today there are temptations and many of our young 
people try the adventure to go to other countries through the Mediterranean Sea. Yet, many of them 
die in the waters." Imam Diakite insisted that "most of those who risk their lives in the Mediterranean 
Sea to cross into Europe, and who eventually die, are not the poorest, because to organize these 
trips, one needs at least $2,000." 
 

ECONOMY 

 
Report Says 1,400,000 Children Active in Various Economic Sectors 
 
At a ceremony to inaugurate a school built by a company operating in the cocoa sector, Patricia 
Sylvie Yao representing First Lady 
Dominique Ouattara, revealed that child 
labor is still a concern in Cote d'Ivoire 
because the latest reports show that about 
1,400,000 children forcefully participate in 
all sectors of the economy, including 
790,000 in the cocoa sector. As a 
consequence, about 200,000 miss the 
opportunity to go to school. 
 
Background: Child labor accusations in the 
cocoa sector have a been a permanent 
cause of threat of international embargo on 
this key product. It has, however, also been 
established that it is cultural for Africans to involve their children in the farming activities to teach 
them hard work and responsibility.  
 
Cote d'Ivoire Establishes New Laws To Fight Use of Tobacco 
 
During its recent gathering, the Council of Ministers adopted two draft bills to comply with the World 
Health Organization's Framework Convention for Tobacco Control. The decrees focus on the terms 
of application of health warnings, packaging, labeling, and marketing of tobacco and tobacco 
products on the one hand, and the institution of a system to monitor, trace, and fiscally verify 
tobacco products. The goal is to significantly reduce the visibility and attractiveness of tobacco 
products as well as their harmful effects on people. 
 
Background: In addition to being the cause of more than 30 chronic diseases, according to the 
World Health Organization, it costs the government approximately $49 million per year in terms of 
medical care related to smoking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Afrik Soir 
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HEALTH 

 
COVID-19 Update as of 30 January 
 
New cases: 72 positive of 2,791 samples (2.6 percent) 
 
Total cases: 80,695 
 
New recoveries: 229 
 
Total recoveries: 77,799 
 
New deaths: 1 
 
Total deaths: 785 
 
Active cases: 2,111 
 
New vaccination doses: 7,058 
 
Total vaccination doses: 7,996,727 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 

SECURITY 

 
Alleged Jihadist Arrested in Northern Town with Important Sum of Money 
 
Media reported that security forces deployed in the locality of Pogo, on the northern border of the 
country, on 27 January arrested a Malian national whose identity was kept secret. The man, aged 
51, was caught as he attempted to bypass the checkpoint on a motorbike. The alleged jihadist was 
carrying the sum of FCFA3,500,000 (approximately $6,000) and a cellphone containing images of 
jihadi propaganda. He was taken in the custody of the chief of the detachment and will soon be 
transferred to Abidjan. 
 
Opposition Party Chairman Suggests Increase of Defense Budget  
 
In view of the numerous security threats hanging over the country, the president of the Ivoirian 

Popular Front (FPI), Pascal Affi N'Guessan on 29 January 
proposed that the Ivoirian defense budget for the 2022 
fiscal year be increased from CFA378 billion to CFA550 
billion. Affi N'guessan said this at the meeting of the first 
central committee of his party. Affi N'guessan explained 
that the increase of funds would allow the army to deploy 
as close as possible to the borders, particularly in the north 
of the country, and to strengthen its capacities for 
anticipation, prevention, and rapid and massive reaction. 
 
 
 

Fratmat.info, file 


