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The following report highlights the probability for the opposition PDCI to pick a "younger" 

candidate for the 2025 presidential election, former President Gbagbo marking the 100 days of 

his new party, and COVID-19 update. The report includes background information to add context 

to the news items. 

 

POLITICS  

 
Opposition Party Could Pick 'Younger' Candidate in 2025 
 
Soumaila Bredoumy, spokesperson for the opposition Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire (PDCI) met 

with the press on 27 January over a luncheon. He criticized 
the government's conduct of state affairs. On the 2025 
presidential election, Bredoumy said: "If PDCI chairman 
Bedie is not a candidate in 2025, it is the young people who 
will represent the party. If a younger person meets the 
conditions, we will be behind that person." 
 
Background: Observers have often criticized Henri Konan 
Bedie for failing to promote young people within his party to 
prepare his succession.  
 
 
 
 

Former President Gbagbo Marks 100 Days of New Party, Criticizes Ruling RHDP 
 
Laurent Gbagbo on 27 January made a statement to mark the first 100 days of his African Peoples' 
Party-Cote d'Ivoire (PPA-CI. Gbagbo deplored a succession of military 
coups in the West African subregion, but added that they may be the 
consequence of poor governance. Talking about the ruling Rally of 
Houphouetists for Democracy and Peace (RHDP), Gbagbo 
highlighted "ways of governing that do not suit the greater number." 
He said that the RHDP is "confiscating the property and the ideas of 
the people to serve the interests of a small group" adding "that is what 
we are fighting against." 
 
Background: Upon his return to Cote d'Ivoire from the International 
Criminal Court, Gbagbo has called on the government to release civilian and military prisoners 
languishing in jail since the 2011 post-election crisis, and to secure the return of exiles. 
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ECONOMY 

 
Customs Officers Seize Two Million Euros, 84 kg of Gold on Passengers at Abidjan Airport  
 
Ivoirian Customs Department on 26 January seized in Abidjan from two passengers coming from 
Cotonou, 2 million euros and 84 kilograms of gold. After they asked all the passengers on the flight 
to get off, the Customs officers seized more than two million euros and more than 250,000 pounds 
sterling, in cash, hidden in their luggage. The two men, nationals of Benin Republic, were also 
carrying 84 kilogram of gold. 
 

HEALTH 

 
COVID-19 Update as of 28 January 
 
New cases: 79 positive of 2,366 samples (3.3 percent) 
 
Total cases: 80,566 
 
New recoveries: 158 
 
Total recoveries: 77,453 
 
New deaths: 0 
 
Total deaths: 782 
 
Active cases: 2,331 
 
New vaccination doses: 13,407 
 
Total vaccination doses: 7,978,934 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 
US Government To Donate 1.7 Million Additional Doses of Pfizer Vaccines 
 
Abidjan.net on 27 January cited a US Embassy communique saying that the United States 
Government would donate an additional 1,737,450 doses of Pfizer vaccine to Cote d'Ivoire. Dr. 
Nancy Lowenthal, USAID Representative in Cote d'Ivoire said that "the United States is strongly 
committed to supporting the efforts of our Ivoirian partners in the fight against the pandemic," and 
urged people who are "eligible," to "protect (themselves) and (their) loved ones by getting 
vaccinated." 
 
Health Ministry Gives 12-Month Suspension to 22 Ophthalmologic Centers 
 
The Health Ministry published a statement to announce the "suspension" for 12 months of 22 
ophthalmologic "that breached established rules by organizing "ophthalmologic fairs against money" 
without prior authorization from the Ministry." 
 
 
 


