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The following report highlights the Customs Office's 2021 performance, COVID-19 update, the 

impact of Burkina Faso coup on Cote d'Ivoire's counterterrorism efforts, and a bill creating a CT 

academy. The report includes background information to add context to the news items. 

 

POLITICS  

 
President Alassane Ouattara To Receive New Year's Greetings on 2 February 
 
Agence Ivoirienne de Presse, citing a news release from the presidency's protocol, reports on 26 
January that the formal ceremony for the presentation of New Year's greetings from Government 
entities and institutions, diplomatic missions, and international organizations accredited in Cote 
d'Ivoire to the President of the Republic will take place 2 February from 09:00 GMT to 12:00 GMT at 
the Presidential Palace. 
 
Background: Initially scheduled to hold on 6 January, the ceremony had been postponed due to an 
uptick in cases of COVID-19. 
 
 

ECONOMY   

 
Customs Office Collects More Than $278 Million of Capital Gain in 2021 
 
The Ministry of Budget congratulated General Pierre Alphonse Da, Director General of the Customs 
Office, for performing beyond expectations in 2021. Indeed, the target set by the Ministry was $3.5 
billion. The Customs, however, went beyond that and collected a revenue of $4 billion, representing 
a capital gain of $278 million and an achievement rate of 107.9 percent. Pr Keho Yaya, Deputy 
Chief of Staff, who represented the Minister of Budget and State Portfolio, shared the news on 25 
January at the launch of the Customs' week. On the occasion, the representative of the Minister for 
the Budget and State Portfolio announced that "the provisional revenue target for the year 2022 is 
$3.8 billion." 
 
US Investors Express Interest in Transportation Sector 
 
Abidjan.net on 26 January reports that a delegation of experts from the Northern American project 
financing entity named AMBER KEYE held talks on 21 January in Abidjan with representatives of 
the Ministry of Transport. The discussion focused on conditions to financially support a number of 
projects, including the construction of a bridge across the Vridi canal comprising a 2x3 lanes tunnel 
and a bridge connecting the southern district of Vridi to the municipality of Marcory. Kwasi Anim, 
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president of Amber Keye, however, said his group needs guarantees from Ivoirian authorities to 
advance the projects. 
 

HEALTH 

 
COVID-19 Update as of 25 January 
 
New cases: 114 positive of 2,394 samples (4.8 percent) 
 
Total cases: 80,363  
 
New recoveries: 108 
 
Total recoveries: 77,067 
 
New deaths: 3 
 
Total deaths: 782 
 
Active cases: 2,514 
 
New vaccination doses: 14,241 
 
Total vaccination doses: 7,938,788 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 
Insurance Company Donates Medical Equipment to Abidjan Heart Institute 
 
Atlantique Assurances, an insurance company, signed a partnership agreement with the Abidjan 
Heart Institute (Institut de Cardiologie d'Abidjan -- ICA in French) for the free supply of medical 

equipment, Abidjan.net reports on  26 January. According 
to the agreement that was sealed on 23 December 2021, 
Atlantique Assurances commits to acquire a cardiac holter 
and a blood pressure holter on behalf of the ICA. This will 
enable the institute to possess modern and essential 
devices for the diagnosis and analysis of cardiovascular 
conditions, thus improving patient care. 
 
 
Background: The ICA is the country's single institution 
specialized in heart diseases. 
 

SECURITY 

Burkina Faso Military Coup Jeopardizes Cote d'Ivoire's Counterterrorism Efforts 

A 26 January commentary in a newspaper close to the opposition Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire 

(PDCI) said that the recent military takeover in Burkina Faso could undermine the security 

cooperation of the two countries and undermine the Ivoirian counterterrorism (CT) efforts. The 

commentary said that the two countries have been engaged in joint CT operations at their common 

Abidjan.net 
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borders, but should Cote d'Ivoire sever cooperation with Burkina Faso as a result of the coup, its CT 

efforts could suffer in terms of efficiency. 

Background: A group of mutinous soldiers in Burkina Faso deposed President Roch Marc Christian 

Kabore. The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is expected to isolate 

Burkina Faso through sanctions as it did with Mali when the transition authorities failed to propose a 

"reasonable" deadline to organize elections. 

National Assembly Passes Bill Creating CT Academy 
 
The National Assembly's Committee on Defense and Security on 25 January unanimously passed a 
bill on the creation of an International Academy for the 
Fight Against Terrorism (Academie Internationale de 
Lutte Contre le Terrorisme -- AILCT in French). Defense 
Minister Tene Birahima Ouattara, who presented the 
draft bill, explained that because terrorism is gaining 
ground in Mali and Burkina Faso and threatening the 
Gulf of Guinea, it had become necessary to put in place 
a strong regional instrument to curb the trend. Hence the 
creation of this Academy. 
 
Background: The Academy was formally inaugurated 
on 10 June 2021 and is a fruit of France-Cote d'Ivoire 
collaboration on counterterrorism. 
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