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The following report highlights the lack of optimism surrounding the ongoing political dialogue, 

new COVID-19 screening center for international travelers, and a new flight simulator to train 

Ivoirian Air Force pilots. The report includes background information to add context to the news 

items. 

 

POLITICS  

 
Political Dialogue Yet To Spark Optimism Among Ivoirians 
 
Ivoirian media reports indicate that the political dialogue is far from bringing optimism among the 
population. Some reports said that civil society groups were not present at the resumption of the 
dialogue on 20 January. Other reports said that the 20 January discussions lasted only one hour, 
adding that the political dialogue will really resume on 27 January. 
 
Background: The Government on 16 December 2021 launched a political dialogue with the 
opposition and civil groups with a view to tackle vital issues for a long-term peace and stability. The 
dialogue was suspended to give the various stakeholders enough time to propose themes they 
would like to see discussed. Some parties, including groups close to exiled former Prime Minister 
Guillaume Soro and former Youth Minister under Laurent Gbagbo, Charles Ble Goude, were not 
invited to participate in the dialogue. 
 
 

HEALTH 

 
Health Authorities Open Screening Center for International Travelers 

 
The Ministry of Health announced that it opened on 21 January a COVID-19 reception and 
screening center dedicated to international travelers. The center is located at the sports 
park of the Treichville ward of Abidjan. 
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/mshpcmu 

 
COVID-19 Update as of 20 January 
 
New cases: 256 positive of 3,825 samples (6.7 percent) 
 
Total cases: 79,814  
 
New recoveries: 218 
 
Total recoveries: 76,006 
 
New deaths: 7 
 
Total deaths: 771 
 
Active cases: 2,819 
 
New vaccination doses: 13,453 
 
Total vaccination doses: 7,885,055 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 

 

SECURITY 

Private Company Acquires Flight Simulator for Training of Ivoirian Air Force Pilots 
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The private news portal Connectionivoirienne.net reported on 21 January that the African technical 

assistance company AFRICAT Group acquired a flight simulator (for approximately $433,000) from 

the French company ALSIM to be used by the Ivoirian Air Force for pilot training. It will be used to 

train pilots and future pilots of the Ivorian Air Force, allowing AFRICAT to be more autonomous in 

terms of pilot training. 

 

Source: Connectionivoirienne.net, 21 January 


