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The following report highlights speculations over President Ouattara's "third" term in 

office, former First Lady calling for a new constitution, the authorities' plan to prosecute 

managers of state-owned companies over embezzlement, and COVID-19 update. The 

report includes background information to add context to the news items. 

 

POLITICS  

 
Government Spokesperson Says President Ouattara in 'First Term of Third Republic' 
 
At the weekly news conference following the cabinet council on 19 January, Communication 

Minister Amadou Coulibaly, who doubles as government 
spokesperson, said he does not understand why some 
Ivoirians continue a debate on President Ouattara's alleged 
third term. He said bluntly "I don't know what the third term is. 
There was an election. President Alassane Ouattara has 
been elected. He is serving the first term of the Third 
Republic,” Coulibaly insisted.   
 
 
Background: Some observers perceived the government 
spokesman's statement as an indication that Ouattara may 
run in 2025. Opposition and government supporters have 

different views on President Ouattara's current term. The opposition terms it as a "third" term, while 
the government supporters consider it as the "first" term of the "third" republic. 
 
Ex-First Lady Says 2016 Constitution Conflicting, Urges 'New Constitution' 
 
Former first lady Simone Ehivet Gbagbo, honorary president of the Movement of Capable 
Generations, held a news conference on 19 January, 
in Abidjan. At the meeting that brought together 
political and civil society organizations and which 
focused on the political dialogue initiated by the 
government, Simone Gbagbo mentioned a series of 
proposals. Among others, she said "It is imperative to 
adopt another constitution," because "the 2016 
constitution is the source of the crisis" that rocked the 
country in the aftermaths of Alassane Ouattara's third 
term bid in "the presidential election of 2020."  
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Managers of State-Owned Companies Involved in Embezzlement To Be Prosecuted 
 
Independent media reported that after ordering a series of audits of state-owned companies, the 
government plans to prosecute managing directors guilty of embezzlement. Citing a "note from the 
Ivoirian parliament," some newspapers said that Ivoirian MPs members of the General and 
Institutional Affairs Committee will begin works on a draft bill creating and organizing of the criminal 
economic and financial pole. Six former managing directors of state-owned companies are currently 
under scrutiny, one of them is already in jail in Abidjan.  
 
Background: The anti-corruption operation – dubbed "clean hands" operation – that the 
government launched in 2018 prompted the dismissal of several managing directors of state-owned 
companies. In November 2021, President Ouattara dismissed the managing director of the road 
maintenance fund (FER). 
 

ECONOMY 

Main Brewery Increases Price of Beer 
 
Online newspaper Afrik Soir reports that in an interview to a local newspaper, Eric Samson, 
managing director of the veteran brewery Solibra, explained that his company had to 
increase the prices of some beers because of the increase in the price of raw material and 
other consumables on the international market over the last five years. He said the increase 
primarily aims to maintain the employment capacity of the company and will sustain the 
jobs of about 500,000 people including distributors, vendors, and waiters across the 
country. Samson said he does not fear competition because the hike in prices impact 
everyone. As a matter of fact, similar companies have kept their prices unchanged.  

Government To Meek Baking Corporation Amid Threat of Bread Price Increase 
 
After owners of bakeries threatened an increase of the price of bread or a strike a week 
ago, the government spokesperson on 19 January said: "That will not happen." He 
announced that the Minister in charge of Commerce and Industry will soon meet with 
bakers to discuss ways to make sure that the end consumer does not feel the burden of the 
increase in the price of cereals.  
 
Background: Last week, the president of bakers' corporation came out to announce that 
they would increase the price of bread if they want to prevent their business from sinking.  
 
 

HEALTH 

 
COVID-19 Update as of 19 January 
 
New cases: 123 positive of 3,433 samples (3.6 percent) 
 
Total cases: 79,558  
 
New recoveries: 708 
 
Total recoveries: 76,006 
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New deaths: 1 
 
Total deaths: 764 
 
Active cases: 2,788 
 
New vaccination doses: 16,126 
 
Total vaccination doses: 7,871,602 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 


