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The following report highlights the impact that the recent ECOWAS's sanctions on Mali 

has on Cote d'Ivoire, the country's 2022 budget, COVID-19 update, a joint military 

exercise between Cote d'Ivoire and the USA, and the killing of two gendarmes by 

unidentified gunmen. The report includes background information to add context to the 

news items. 

 

ECONOMY 

 
Reports Say ECOWAS's Sanctions on Mali To Affect Ivoirian Economy 
 
Several Ivoirian media outlets reported that the recent sanctions that the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) imposed on Mali will affect the Ivoirian economy in many ways. For 
instance, in the energy sector, the Ivoirian Electricity Company (CIE) will lose approximately 
$353,000 daily for electricity supply to Mali. Regarding the livestock sector, Cote d'Ivoire will face a 
deficit of 82,191 metric tons of meat daily. Reports also said that the port of Abidjan will face big 
financial losses, among others. 

Background: On 9 January, the ECOWAS imposed economic and diplomatic sanctions in 

response to Malian military leaders’ desire to push back elections until 2025. The sanctions 

included: immediate recall of ECOWAS ambassadors from Mali; closure of land and air borders 

between ECOWAS countries and Mali; suspension of all commercial and financial transactions with 

Mali except for food, pharmaceutical, and medical products, petroleum products, and electricity. 

Cote d'Ivoire's Budget for 2022 Triples  

An independent report said that the country's budget went from approximately $5,3 billion in 2011 to 

$17 billion in 2022. The budget is balanced in terms of resources and expenditures. The 

Government said that the budget will enable the country to pursue its national development 

objectives aimed at substantially improving the living conditions of the population, through the 

implementation of the 2021-2025 National Development Plan (PND) and the second 2022-2024 

Government Social Program (PSGouv2). 

Background: The new budget should enable the government to continue to strengthen its 

production capacity, through infrastructure improvement and job creation. In terms of budgetary 

expenditures, 36.6 percent will be allocated to investments, 28.4 percent to personnel expenses, 

14.3 percent to public debt, 10.7 percent to purchases of goods and services, and 10.1 percent to 
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transfers. 

 

HEALTH 

 
COVID-19 Update as of 17 January 
 
New cases: 52 positive of 1,721 samples (3 percent) 
 
Total cases: 79,273  
 
New recoveries: 596 
 
Total recoveries: 74,892 
 
New deaths: 3 
 
Total deaths: 761 
 
Active cases: 3,620 
 
New vaccination doses: 6,766 
 
Total vaccination doses: 7,839,690 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 

SECURITY 

Cote d'Ivoire, United States To Conduct Joint Military Exercise 

According to a press release by the Ivoirian Army, a military exercise involving warplanes is 

scheduled to take place in the skies of 

Abidjan this day, 18 January. The 

communique said that the warplanes 

will be seen between Abidjan and 

Jacqueville during the day and at night. 

The communique specified that the 

exercise will involve the Armed Forces 

of Cote d'Ivoire and the US Africa 

Command. The government has 

provided the Army with an ALX type 

flight simulator for the training and 

reskilling of warplane pilots. 

 

Background: The military exercise aims to prepare the Ivoirian Armed Forces for any 

counterterrorism operation. Terrorist groups often target the northern part of the country, mainly the 

border with Burkina Faso. Jacqueville (a town located at 61 kilometers west of Abidjan) also hosts 

the International Counterterrorism Academy. 

 

 

Linfodrome.com, 18 January 
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Two Gendarmes Die in Attacks in East, West 

According to a 17 January article on 7info.ci, a private news website, unidentified gunmen opened 

fire on a gendarmerie convoy in the Bondoukou-Bouna axis in the northeast on 14 January, killing 

one gendarme and wounding a civilian. The article said that the second attack occurred in the 

department of Touba in the northwest on 16 January where gunmen opened fire on a gendarmerie 

convoy and killed one gendarme. 

Background: To date, no official reaction relating to the two events is available. Those types of 

attacks are generally carried out by highway robbers. 


