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The following report highlights President Alassane Ouattara's state visit to Gabon, calls for 

Ouattara to seek a fourth term in 2025, former President Laurent Gbagbo's party urging 

him to run in the 2025 presidential election, bakers' association threatening to go on strike, 

and COVID-19 update. The report includes background information to add context to the 

news items. 

 

POLITICS 

 
President Alassane Ouattara Travels to Gabon  
 
Several media outlets reported that President Alassane Ouattara on 17 January met with his 
counterpart Ali Bongo in Libreville, Gabon. 
Discussions focused on the reinforcement of 
cooperation between Cote d'Ivoire and Gabon, 
peace and security in Africa, COVID-19, and 
climate change. President Ouattara is expected 
back to Cote d'Ivoire after talks with his 
Gabonese counterpart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Ouattara Grants Audience to 
Benin's President Patrice Talon 
 
The official website of the Presidency on 16 
January reported that President Ouattara 
hosted his Beninese counterpart Patrice Talon 
at the presidential palace. Both leaders 
discussed bilateral and subregional issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presidents Talon, Ouattara (Presidence.ci) 

https://twitter.com/AOuattara_PRCI 
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Minister-Governor Calls On Alassane Ouattara To Run for President in 2025 
 
During a ceremony on 15 January in San Pedro (southwest) to highlight President Alassane 
Ouattara's development actions on behalf of the southwestern region, Minister-Governor Philippe 
Dakpa Legre, an official of the ruling RHDP, said: "We will not allow the President of the Republic to 
retire! He will not! Go and tell him that! In 2025, he will be a candidate! You have to tell him that. 
The Bas-Sassandra region is ready. We are ready." (Connection Ivoirienne) 
 
Background: During the October 2020 presidential election, major opposition parties organized civil 
disobedience marches in several towns of the country to protest what they termed as an 
"unconstitutional third term" for President Ouattara. The violence that occurred around the election 
officially claimed the lives of 85 people. To date, Ouattara has not said a word on his political future. 
 
Tonkpi Region Chapter of PPA-CI Says Gbagbo Candidate in 2025  
 
Privately owned online newspaper 7Info on 15 January quoted Kallet Diomande, regional 
coordinator of the African People's Party-Cote d'Ivoire (PPA-CI) in the Tonkpi region (far west) as 
saying that former President Laurent Gbagbo will be the candidate of the party in the 2025 
presidential election. During all the stages of a split campaign to create representations of the party 
in the region, the coordinator repeated "Gbagbo came back to take his seat. Gbagbo is our 
candidate in 2025." 

Background: During an interview in October 2021 with French television France24, Gbagbo hinted 
that he would be candidate in the 2025 presidential election. Gbagbo, who was once in favor of 
setting an age limit for presidential candidates to 75 years old, declared: "One cannot prevent 
people from being candidates because of their age. Joe Biden is older than me." 

ECONOMY 

 
Bakers Likely To Increase Price of Bread or Go on Strike 
 
Privately owned online newspapers 7info on 17 January published an article that said that the price 
of bread may increase in the coming days. Indeed, Ivoirian bakers say they reached out to the 
government to initiate discussions which should open the road to an increase. Speaking on the 
issue, Amadou Coulibaly, chairman of the Bakery and Pastry Corporation in Cote d'Ivoire said 
things have become too tight for us and the bakery and pastry industry is sinking. There is a non-
negotiable need for an increase in price. Otherwise, the corporate will go on strike. 
 
Background: The 50 kilogram bag of flour went from CFA11,000 ($19.14) to CFA23,000 ($40). The 
current price of the bread loaf is CFA150 (approximately $0.26).  
 
Weekly Conference of Government Center To Focus on Tax Schedule on 18 January 
 
The Ivoirian Government's Center for Information and Communication (CICG) will hold its weekly 
conference called "Focus on …" on 18 January. The conference will focus on the year 2022 Tax 
Schedule that the National Assembly and Senate approved in December. (Connection Ivoirienne) 
 
Background: The 2022 Tax Schedule has 25 articles and has tightened ways to collect taxes. 
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HEALTH 

 
COVID-19 Update as of 15 January 
 
New cases: 389 positive of 4,739 samples (8.2 percent) 
 
Total cases: 79,088  
 
New recoveries: 1,568 
 
Total recoveries: 73,648 
 
New deaths: 5 
 
Total deaths: 753 
 
Active cases: 4,687 
 
New vaccination doses: 16,672 
 
Total vaccination doses: 7,824,093 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 


