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Cote d’Ivoire: Reporting on Major News Developments 13 January 2022  

The following report highlights speculations over success of the political dialogue, new 

permits for four gold exploration companies, and COVID-19 update. The report includes 

background information to add context to the news items. 

 

POLITICS 

Report Describes Political Dialogue as 'Source of Worries' 

According to a report by an independent Ivoirian newspaper, the political dialogue between 

the Government and the opposition has become a "source of worries." The source said that 

the results of the 2020 presidential election violence that State Prosecutor Richard presented 

on 27 December 2021, accusing major opposition leaders, triggered the worries. Both parties 

– Government and opposition – are trading accusation on each other regarding the 

responsibilities for the 2020 election violence that claimed about 85 lives, thus jeopardizing 

the resumption of the dialogue. 

Background: On 16 December 2021, Prime Minister Patrick Achi officially launched the 

political dialogue between the Government and the opposition parties. The first round of the 

discussions was initially scheduled on 21 December 2021, but finally took place on 27 

December 2021, because some political parties were yet to submit their proposals for the 

various themes of discussions. 

 
ECONOMY 

Government Grants Gold Exploration Permits to Four Companies  

Following a 12 January council of ministers, the Government decided, among other issues, 

to grant gold exploration permits to four companies. The Ministry of Mines, Petroleum and 

Energy, in conjunction with the Ministry of Economy and Finance, the Ministry of Budget and 

State Portfolio and the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, will oversee 

the exploration permits. The permits were granted to the following companies for a four-year 

period:  

- ORCA GOLD CDI SARL in the departments of Boundiali, Dianra, and Korhogo; 

- ZS RESSOURCES SARL in the departments of Touba and Seguela; 

- GEO RESOURCES SARL in the departments of Kounahiri and Mankono; 

- BAOOBO GOLDEX SARL in the departments of Kaniasso and Minignan. 

Background: The gold exploitation in Cote d'Ivoire keeps increasing and reached 32.5 

metric tons in 2019 versus 24.4 tons in 2018. Data for the year 2020 are yet to be available. 

The Ivoirian gold is mainly explored in nine mines - two more are under construction - by two 

Canadian companies, Barrick Gold and Endeavour mining, and two Australian companies, 

Afrique Gold and Perseus Mining. Reports said that the contribution of mining to the Ivoirian 

economy increased by more than 10 percent in 2020, reaching approximately $1.5 billion. 



 

Mamadou Toure, Government Spokesman  

(Abidjan.net, 13 January) 

 

HEALTH 

COVID-19 Update as of 12 January 

New cases: 401 positive of 5,741 samples (7 percent) 

Total cases: 78,258  

New recoveries: 428 

Total recoveries: 71,257 

New deaths: 3 

Total deaths: 745 

Active cases: 6,256 

New vaccination doses: 17,760 

Total vaccination doses: 7,776,722 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 

Health Authorities Launch New Strategies for COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign  

A privately owned daily reported that the Ministry of Health launched a new strategy that 

aims to immunize more people against the COVID-19. The strategy consists in sensitizing 

specific communities such as religious organizations, school teachers, traditional leaders, 

transporters, and health agents from the private sector. 

Background: Observers say that the majority of Ivoirians are reluctant to get their shots. To 

date, more than 7 million doses of vaccines have been administered, but 2,6 million people 

received two doses. 

 

 

 


