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Cote d’Ivoire: Reporting on Major News Developments 12 January 2022  

The following report highlights Laurent Gbagbo's criticism against ECOWAS's sanction on 

Mali, the smuggling of 700 wooden planks, investors in agrobusiness accusing the 

Government, COVID-19 update, the Government's countering violent extremism initiative, 

and Internet users' reactions against ECOWAS's sanctions on Mali. The report includes 

background information to add context to the news items. 

 

POLITICS 

Laurent Gbagbo Says ECOWAS Sanctions on Mali 'Excessive, Inappropriate'  
 
Reacting on 11 January to the thread of harsh sanctions that the ECOWAS took against Mali 
to force the junta to a short transition, the opposition Party of African Peoples of Cote d'Ivoire 
(PPA-CI) of former President Laurent Gbagbo issued a statement saying that although it is 
clear "that the current situation in Mali is a violation of democracy," it is also the 
"consequence of democratic decline in the subregion." The PPA-CI expressed worries at the 
ECOWAS's new method of using the Central Bank to asphyxiate member countries in crisis. 
The party said that the "measures of coercion" and the decision to use armed force against 
Mali appears "like a support to the jihadists" who are also fighting Malian soldiers. The PPA-
CI expressed support for the Malian people and urged the ECOWAS leadership to rather 
seek solutions through dialogue rather than coercion. (Afrik Soir, 12 January) 
 
Background: The ECOWAS has harshly sanctioned the junta's plan to continue ruling the 

country for several years and its failure to fulfill its promise to hold elections on 27 February 

to bring civilians back to power. Mali has seen two military coups in August 2020 and May 

2021. The string of hard measures that the regional body took against Mali stirred reactions 

of sympathy for the Malian people from several African political figures and artists like the 

famous reggae star Alpha Blondy. 

 
ECONOMY 

Water and Forestry Ministry Catches Smugglers of Wooden Planks  
 
News aggregator Abidjan.net reports on 11 January that a naval crew of the Special 

Surveillance and Intervention Brigade of the 
Ministry of Water and Forestry early on the morning 
seized three boats with a cargo of smuggled 700 
wooden planks navigating on the Abidjan laguna 
the southeastern Koumassi district of the capital.  
 
Context: Since the beginning of the year, the 

Minister in charge of Water and Forestry has 

ordered his men to implement "a zero-tolerance 

policy for smugglers of silver products" which has 

led to the seizure of thousands of wooden planks in 

Bouake, Divo, and Abobo over the past few days. 

 
 

Abidjan.net, 11 January 



Investors in Agrobusiness Scam Demand Money, Accuse Government  
 

L'Infodrome, an independent online newspaper, on 11 January reported on investors in an 

agriculture business proposal -- that turned out to be CFA-billions scam circa 2016/17 --

complaining that the Government failed to help recover their money while the promoters and 

officials of the business were arrested and freed without trial. The investors argue that while 

the approximately $20 million were on the accounts of the business, the money disappeared 

mysteriously and all their attempts to get in touch with state prosecutor Richard Adou -- who 

was in charge of the case -- could not go through, which is raising serious suspicion on the 

judge's complicity with the scammers. 

Context: About 70,000 people including men in uniform in 2017 invested large sums of 

money in an agriculture-related business supposed to return between 100 and 1000 percent 

of benefice. Unfortunately, the government decided to freeze the assets and to arrest the 

managers of the 27 companies involved in the business. Ever since, the managers have 

been freed and have left the country while the "individual investors" are yet to receive their 

compensation. 

 
HEALTH 

COVID-19 Update as of 11 January 

New cases: 180 positive of 6,314 samples (2.8 percent) 

Total cases: 77,857  

New recoveries: 802 

Total recoveries: 70,829 

New deaths: 4 

Total deaths: 742 

Active cases: 6,286 

New vaccination doses: 23,827 

Total vaccination doses: 7,758,962 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 

SECURITY 

Government Launches Program To Counter Terrorist Recruitment in North 

An independent Ivoirian daily reported that the Ivoirian Government put in place a program 

amounting to approximately $15 million to benefit 19,812 unemployed youths in the country's 

north. The report said that jihadist groups often target those youths in their recruitment 

process. The Government decided to launch various programs for the training and 

reinsertion of the youths in the social fabric. Mamadou Toure, the Minister of Youth 

Promotion, Youth Integration and Civic Service is in charge of implementing the program. 

Minister Toure toured the northern region of Cote d'Ivoire in November 2021 to sensitize the 

youth against jihadist recruitment. 



Background: Various media reports said that jihadist movements do not engage the Ivoirian 

youth in the north with religious discourse, but they rather promise sums of money amounting 

to approximately $865 and a motorbike for each potential recruit. 

 

TRENDING SOCIAL MEDIA 

Ivoirian Reggae Megastar Criticizes ECOWAS Over Mali 

In a video on his Facebook page with 795,000 followers, Ivoirian star Alpha Blondy on 10 

January criticized the ECOWAS, saying "The sanctions against Mali are arbitrary and unjust. 

You say that the military junta is taking the Malians hostage, but you, the Presidents of 

ECOWAS, with your sanctions, you are doing worse." As of 12 January, the video was 

viewed 230,000 times, it generated 18,000 likes and 2,600 comments for 12,000 shares 

making it the most discussed video on the ECOWAS versus Mali issue. 

Although a few users said Alpha Blondy should direct his criticism to "his" President 

Alassane Ouattara who is perceived as France's hand behind the sanctions. Most of the 

comments, however, were supportive of Alpha Blondy and Mali, envisaging the country as 

prefiguring the "liberation of Africa from European rule."  

 

Prolific Journalist Criticizes Malian Transitional Leaders 

Journalist Andre Silver Konan reacted on his Facebook page (more than 548 followers) on 

11 January. His opinion contrasted that of Alpha Blondy as he wrote: "My position is well 

known: in spite of all that I reproach ECOWAS, the AU and the UN, I cannot agree with a 

transition of 5 or 4 years by Assimi Goïta, who has already spent nearly 18 months in power, 

without subduing the terrorists. Everything else is a diversion to encourage an incompetent 

putschist to stay in power. Let's stay focused on the subject!" As of 12 January, the post 

generated 332 likes, 481 comments and was shared 18 times. The majority of the comments 

criticized Konan's viewpoint. 

 


