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Cote d’Ivoire: Reporting on Major News Developments 11 January 2022  

The following report highlights calls from a prominent civil society activist for an inclusive 

dialogue, Charles Ble Goude's calls for his return to Cote d'Ivoire, launch of a locally 

assembled-vehicle plant, speculations relating to the discovery of an offshore oil deposit on 

Ivoirian maritime territory. The report includes background information to add context to the 

news items. 

 

POLITICS 

 
Civil Society Activist Urges Majority, Opposition To Seek Reconciliation  
 
Independent online newspaper Afrik Soir on 10 January quoted Pulcherie Gbalet, a 

prominent civil society figure, as urging 
the government and the opposition to 
make reconciliation the backbone of their 
discussions because. She said that 
"reconciliation is more important than 
political dialogues." Gbalet explained that 
reconciliation aims to identify all the 
sources of conflicts and to fix them. She 
added that problems such as "traditional 
gold-digging and land issues quickly 
escalate during election periods" and turn 
into violent communal conflicts. She finally 
urged President Ouattara to spearhead 

that quest for reconciliation.i 
 
 
 

Background: Government and opposition political parties have regularly met to discuss 
reconciliation through fruitless successive rounds of political dialogues. The Government 
resumed the ongoing dialogue with the opposition on 16 December. The various 
stakeholders are expected to meet again to discussed various. 
 
Charles Ble Goude Claims His "Chair Empty" at Political Dialogue  
 
News hub Abidjan.net on 11 January reposted an article attributed to the African Press 
Agency in which former International Criminal Court 
(ICC) detainee Charles Ble Goude says that "his voice 
matters in Cote d'Ivoire" and if he was deported to The 
Hague for being perceived as a problem, then he 
should be considered part of the solution. He said he is 
certain that "his chair at the political dialogue is empty 
and needs him."ii 
 
Context: Ble Goude was acquitted on 31 March 2021, 

along with former Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo. 

Since his acquittal, Ble Goude has been waiting for his 
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passport to return to his country. His mentor Laurent Gbagbo has returned to the country 

since 17 June 2021. 

ECONOMY 

Cote d'Ivoire Begins Assembling Locally Made Vehicles  
 
Afrique Sur7, an independent news website, on 10 January reported that Prime Minister 

Patrick Achi inaugurated "the first assembly plant of 
new vehicles made in Cote d'Ivoire." On  
 the occasion, Sotra-Industries, the production unit of 
the Societe de Transport Abidjanais (SOTRA), 
showcased dozens of new 22-seater minibuses 
assembled on the site. SOTRA aims to produce 500 
units per year for a start and 1,000 vehicles per year 
from the third year of production. The move is a 
great step for Cote d'Ivoire in its industrialization and 
economic diversification process.iii 
 
Background: In 1962, the late President Felix 
Houphouet inaugurated Cote d'Ivoire's first vehicle 
assembly plant of the French company Renault. In 

1998, former Henri Konan Bedie inaugurated a second vehicle assembly plant: the Chinese 
Dong Feng company. 
 

Expert Excludes Conflict Between Ghana, Cote d'Ivoire Over 'Baleine' Oil Deposit 

Independent privately owned news website Connection Ivoirienne on 10 January posted an 

interview with Serge Parfait Dioman, International Expert in Petroleum Industries and 

Energy, to discuss any risk of conflict between Cote d'Ivoire and Ghana after Italian 

Petroleum group Eni discovered a large offshore oil deposit on Ivoirian maritime territory that 

was named "Baleine" ("Whale"). According to Dioman, the Baleine deposit is located in a 

block that is separated from Ghanaian waters by two large blocks. He concluded that there is 

no overlapping with any Ghanian deposit and Cote d'Ivoire is the sole owner of the Baleine 

deposit. Therefore, there is no risk of conflict between the two countries regarding the 

exploitation of the Baleine deposit.iv 

Background: Italian Petroleum firm Eni discovered a large oil deposit in Ivorian waters four 

months ago. A few years ago, Ghana and Coted d'Ivoire entered and oil-related conflict that 

an international jurisdiction settled in favor of Ghana. 

 

HEALTH 

COVID-19 Update as of 10 January 

New cases: 228 positive of 7,046 samples (3.2 percent) 

Total cases: 77,449  

New recoveries: 2,767 

Total recoveries: 67,260 

New deaths: 3 

Total deaths: 738 
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Active cases: 9,912 

New vaccination doses: 15,269 

Total vaccination doses: 7,359,678 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 

SECURITY 

Cote d'Ivoire Rejuvenates Army With 3,000 Fresh Recruits  

Independent online newspaper Ivoir Soir on 10 January reports that 3,000 youths passed the 

recruiting test launched by 

the Armed Forces of Cote 

d'Ivoire's Defense Staff. 

According to Army General 

Lassina Doumbia, the chief of 

Ivoirian Army Staff, the new 

recruits will help strengthen 

the existing units and take 

part into accomplishing 

missions that are multiplying 

and becoming increasingly 

complex.v  

 

 

Backgound: The last time the Army recruited was in 2019 and 1,000 young Ivoirians joined 

the armed forces. 

 

 

 

 

 
i https://afriksoir.net/actualite/cote-divoire-la-reconciliation-est-plus-serieuse-que-le-dialogue-politique/ 
ii https://news.abidjan.net/articles/702837/ble-goude-estime-que-sa-chaise-est-vide-au-dialogue-
politique-ivoirien 
iii https://www.afrique-sur7.ci/484030-sotra-ivoitures-made-cote-divoire 
iv https://www.connectionivoirienne.net/2022/01/10/gisement-de-petrole-baleine-en-cote-divoire-y-a-t-
il-un-risque-de-chevauchement-avec-le-ghana/ 
v https://www.ivoiresoir.net/cote-divoire-resultats-de-recrutement-dans-larmee/ 
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