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Cote d’Ivoire: Reporting on Major News Developments 10 January 2022  

The following report highlights the ruling party's "fear" of impartial justice, calls to trial corrupt 

managing directors of state-owned companies, COVID-19 update, rumors of terrorist attacks 

in the north, and reactions to ECOWAS's sanctions on Mali. The report includes background 

information to add context to the news items. 

 

POLITICS 

Article Says Ruling RHDP 'Fears' Impartial Justice  

Independent online newspaper Afrik Soir on 9 January published an article to criticize a 

statement that the ruling Rally of Houphouetists for Democracy and Peace (RHDP) coalition 

made on 6 January to ask the judiciary to sue some opposition leaders involved in the 

electoral violence generated by President Ouattara's "third term" bid in 2020. According to 

the article, the RHDP's behavior is evidence that justice is not free in the country and the 

ruling coalition, out of fear of being brought to court for its own crimes should justice be 

impartial, attempts to manipulate the judiciary system.  

Background: In a 27 December news conference, Richard Adou, the Prosecutor of the 

Republic, hinted that some opposition leaders could face justice for their alleged role in the 

violence that occurred around the October 2020 presidential election. On 4 January, two 

opposition parties -- the Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire (PDCI) and the Party of African 

Peoples of Cote d'Ivoire (PPA-CI) -- issued a joint statement in which they told the 

Prosecutor of the Republic that justice must be fair and impartial in dealing with the 2020 

presidential crisis. They, however, did not mention the RHDP in their statement. 

 

ECONOMY 

NGO Demands Trial of Corrupt Managing Directors of State-Owned Companies  

Afrik Soir on 10 January reports that CiVis-Cote d'Ivoire, an NGO that advocates the fight 

against corruption, held a roundtable under the aegis of the National Human Rights Council 

and made a number of recommendations to the Government, namely to make public all audit 

reports on the state-owned companies, to prosecute the managing directors suspected of 

corruption, to recover the embezzled assets in accordance with the law, and to engage the 

responsibility of the Boards of Directors of the companies whose managers have been 

dismissed over suspicion of corruption and embezzlement. 

 

HEALTH 

COVID-19 Update as of 6 January 

New cases: 717 positive of 7,228 samples (9.9 percent) 

Total cases: 77,449  

New recoveries: 1,539 

Total recoveries: 67,260 



New deaths: 2 

Total deaths: 735 

Active cases: 9,454 

New vaccination doses: 20,396 

Total vaccination doses: 7,359,678 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 

SECURITY 

Ivoirian Defense and Security Forces Reject Rumors of Terrorist Attacks in North 

On 10 January, several Ivoirian media published a 9 January communique issued by the 

Head of the Armed Forces Information and Press Office rejecting allegations that "terrorists 

killed Ivoirian soldiers in an ambush in [the northern town] of Tehini." The communique said: 

"Given the coincidence with the publication on social media of a working document that is not 

intended to be disseminated outside the military, the intention of the authors of this fake 

news is quite malicious. The document mentions a terrorist attack that the Armed Forces of 

Cote d'Ivoire (FACI) repelled in the Northern Operational Zone without causing any 

casualties among the Ivoirian troops, but which resulted in numerous seizures of equipment 

from the enemy." The communique added that the events occurred on 3 January near 

Helintira, a town located in neighboring Burkina Faso. Other sources said that "terrorists 

ambushed men of the Ivoirian Army in villages close to Tehini on 3 January." 

Background:  The communique by the Head of the Armed Forces Information and Press 

Office was prompted by an 8 January post by "La Guepe" an Ivoirian social media activist on 

her Facebook page with more than 435,329 followers. The post read: "Massacre of the 

Ivoirian army in an ambush in Tehini in the north against terrorists." 

 

TRENDING ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Netizens Comment on Rumors of Terrorist Attacks in North 

The 8 January post on Facebook by "La Guepe" generated more than 3,800 emojis of 

surprise and sadness, more than 1,700 

comments, and was shared 247 times as 

of 10:30 GMT on 10 January. The 

majority of the comments expressed 

worries over the growing presence of 

terrorist movements in the northern part 

of Cote d'Ivoire and called for more 

counterterrorism actions. Some 

comments described as "ambiguous" the 

post that read: " Massacre of the Ivoirian 

army in an ambush in Tehini in the north 

against terrorists" and urged the author 

to provide clarity.  
 

 

Source: "La Guepe", 8 January 



President Alassane Ouattara Attends ECOWAS Summit on Mali in Ghana  

President Alassane Ouattara, using his 868,000-follower strong Facebook page, write on 9 

Janvier: "This Sunday, I participated 

in an extraordinary WAEMU 

Summit on Mali. With my peers, we 

insisted on the need to support the 

efforts of ECOWAS in favor of the 

Malian people." The post generated 

7,500 likes, 1,500 comments, and 

was shared 494 times as of 10 

January at 10:30 GMT. Most users 

who commented were very critical 

of the threat of sanctions the 

ECOWAS took against Mali. One 

user said ironically, "I thought you 

were also going to prevent us, 

Malian people, from breathing!" 

Another user said, "If you really want to help Malians, then support this transition since it has 

the backing of the majority of Malians." 

Background: ECOWAS member states on 9 January decided on stiff sanctions against the 

leaders of the military transition, including the closure of their borders with Mali, the freezing 

of all banking relations with the country, and the recalling of ambassadors. The measures 

allegedly aim to force the Malian authorities to quickly organize elections for the return to 

civilian rule.  

Netizens Criticize Ivoirian Journalist for Supporting ECOWAS Sanctions on Mali  

Facebook users on 10 January reacting to a post by journalist Andre Silver Konan almost 

unanimously rejected his support for the ECOWAS's sanctions against Malian transition 

leader "Assimi Goita and his illegitimate government." In his post, Konan pointed out that 

"although one can disapprove the inaction of the ECOWAS," the Malian junta on its side "has 

not been able to free even a small village after 18 months in power." The netizens said that 

the junta could not enjoy liberty of movement because of France and that "now that Mali has 

acquired brand new weapons" and with the support of Russia, things will move forward. 

Some users said that journalist Konan should not term Goita "illegitimate" because "several 

presidents who took the sanctions are illegitimate as well, especially his own president, 

Alassane Ouattara."   

  

 

Source: Facebook.com/AlassaneOuattara.prci, 9 January 


